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FOREWORD 

Apart from laying the foundations of demography in this subcontinent, a hund­
red years cf the lndian Census has also produced 'elaborate and scholarly accounts 
of the variegated phenomena of Indian life-sometimes with no statistics atta(.'hed, 
but usually with just enough statistics to give empirical underpinning to their con­
clusions'. In a country, largely illiterate, where statistical or numerical compre­
hension of even such a simple thing as age was liable to be inaccurate, an under­
standing of the social structure was essential. It was more necessary to attain a 
broad understanding of what was happening around oneself than to warp oneself 
up in 'statistical ingenuity' or 'mathematical manipulation'. This explains why 
the Indian Census came to be interested in 'many by-paths' and 'nearly every branch 
of scholarship, from anthropology and sociology to geography and religion'. 

In the last few decades the Census has increasingly turned its efforts to the 
presentation of village statistics. This suits the temper of the times as well as our 
political and economic structure. For even as we have a great deal of centralizati011 
on the or:e hand and decentralization on the other, my colleagues thought it would 
be a wtlccmc continuation of the Census tradition to try to invest the dry bones of 
village statistics with flesh-and-blood accounts of social structure and social change. 
1t was accordingly decided to select a few villages in every State for special study, 
where rerscnal observation would be brought to bear on the interpretation of statis­
tics to find out he w much of a village was static and yet changing and how fast the 
winds of change were blowing and from where. 

Randomness of selection was, therefore, eschewed. There was no intention 
to build up a picture for the whole State in quantitative terms on the basis of villages 
selected statistically at random. The selection was avowedly purposive: the object 
being as much to find out what was happening and how fast to those villages which 
had fewer reasons to cboose change and more to remain lodged in the past as to 
discJver how the more 'normal' types of villages were changing. They were to be 
primarily type studies which, by virtue of their number and distribution, would also 
give the reader a 'feel' of what was going on and some kind of a map of the country. 

A brief account of the tests of selection will help to explain. A minimum of 
thirty-five villages was to be chosen with great care to represent adequately geogra­
phica1, occupational and even enthic diversity. Of this Iminimum of thirty-five, the 
distribution was to be as foHows : 

(rr) A~ l~lst eight villages w~re to be S) selected that eac~l of them w,)uld 
contain O1le dominant community with one predominating occupation, e.g., fisher­
man, fue:,.t workers, jhum (ultivators, potters, weavel'S, salt-makers, quarry workers, 
etc. A village should have a minimum population of 400, the optimum being bet­
ween 500 and 7CO. 

(b) At least seven villages were to be of numerically prominent Scheduled 
Tribes of the State. Each village could represent a particular tribe. The minimum 
population should be 400, the optimum bting between 500 and 700. 

(c) The tbrd group of villages should each be of fair size, of an old and settled 
character and cont:.lin variegated occupations ami be, if possible, mu1ti-ethnic in 
composition. By fair size was meant a popUlation of 500-700 persons or more. 
The village shodd mainly depend on agriculture and be sufficiently away from the 
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major sources of modem communication such as the district administrative head­
quarters and business centres. It would be roughly a day's journey from the above 
places. The villages were to be selected with au eye to variation ip. terms of size, 
proximity to city and other means of modern communication, nearness to hills, 
jungles and major rivers. Thus there was to be a regional distribution throughout 
the State of this category of villages. If, however, a particular district contained 
significant ecological variations within its area, more than one village in the district 
might be selected to study the special adjustments to them. 

It is a unique feature of these village survd?'that they rapidly outgrew their 
o.riginal terms of reference, as my colleagues warfued up to their work. This proved 
for them an absorbing voyage of discovery and their infections enthusiasm compelled 
me to enlarge the inquiry's scope again and again. It was just as well cautiously to feel 
one's way about at fir::it and then venture further a field, and although it accounts to 
some extent for a certain unevenness in the quality and coverage of the monographs, 
it served to compensate the purely honorary and extra-mural rigours of the task. 
For, the Survey, alcng with its many,lancillaries like the survey of fairs and festivals, 
cf small and rural industry and others, was an 'extra', over and above the crushing 
load of the 1961 Census. 

It might be of interest to recount briefly the stages by which the Survey enlarg­
ed its scope. At the first Census Conference in September, 1959 the Survey set 
itself the task of what might be called a record in situ of material traits, like settle­
ment patterns of the village; house types; diet; dress; ornaments and foot-wear; 
furniture and storing vessels; common means of transport of goods and passengers; 
domestication of animals and birds; markets attended; worship of deities, festivals 
and faits. There ~Cle to be recordings, of course, of cultural and social traits and 
occupational mobility. This was followed up in March 1960 by two specimen 
schedules, cne for Each household, the other for the village as a whole, which, apart 
from spelling cut the mede of inquilY suggested in the September, 1959 conference, 
introduced groups of ql..estions aimed at sensing changes in attitude and behaviour 
in such fields as marriage, inheritance, moveable and immoveable property, industry, 
indebtedness, education, community life and collective activity, social disabilities 
forums of appeal over disputes, villGge leadership, and organisation of cultural life. 
It we s now plainly the intention to provide adequate statistical support to empirical 
'feel', to approach qualitative ch'ange through statistical quantities. It had been 
difficult to gi\ e thought to the importance of 'just enough statistics to give empJrical 
underpinning to conclusion'; at a time when my colleagues were straining them­
selves to the utmost for the success of the main Census operations, but once the 
cens us count itself was left behind in March, 1961, a series of three regional seminars 
in Trivandrum (May, 1961), Daljeeling and Srinagar (June 1961) restored their 
attention to this field and the importance of tracing social change through a number 
of well-devised statistical tables was once again recognised. This itself presupposed 
a fresh survey of villages already done, but it was worth the trouble in view of the 
possibilities that a close analysis of statistics offered, and also because the 'consangui­
nity' schedule remained to be canvassed. By November, 1961, however, more was 
expected of these surveys than ever before. Tueie was dissatisfaction on the one 
hand with too many general statements and a growing desire on the other to draw 
conclusions from statistics, to regard social and economic data as interrelated pro­
cesses, and finally to examine the social and economic processes set in m?tion 
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through land reforms and other laws, legislative and administrative measures, 
technological and cultural change. Finally, a study camp was organised in the 
last week of December, 1961 when the whole fieJd was carefully gone through over 
again and a programme worked out closely knitting the various aims of the Survey 
together. The Social Studies Section of the Census Commission rendered assis­
tance to State Superintendents by way of scrutiny and technical comment on the 
frame of Survey and presentation of results. 

This gradual unfolding of the aims of the Survey prevented my colleagues 
from adopting as many villages as they had originally intended to. But I believe 
that what may have been lost in quantity has been more than made up for in quality. 
This is perhaps, for the first time that such a Suvey has been conducted in any 
country, and that purely as a labour of love. It has succeeded in attaining what 
is set out to achieve: to construct a map of village India's social structure. One 
hopes that the volumes of this Survey will help to retain fer the Indian Census its 
title to 'the most fruitful single source of information about the country'. Apart 
from other features, it will perhaps be conceded that the Survey has ~et up a new 
Census standard in pictorial and graphic documentation. The schedules finally 
adopted for this monograph have been printed in an appendix. 

New Delhi, 
July 30, 1964. 

Asol\. Mitra 
Registrar General, India. 





PREFACE 

The monographs on the selected villages of Manipur which constitute a 'by-, 
work' of the 1961 Census Operations, are a part of the attempt at what may be 
described as documentational mapping of some of the less developed villages of 
India. In selecting the villages of Manipur, the criteria laid down by the Registrar 
General have been generally followed and care also was taken to see that the major 
tribes inhabiting the hill areas are represented in the present series of survey. It 
is rather unfortunate that on account of the uQ.happy law and order situation in the 
Sub-divisions of Tamenglong and the Mao-Maram area, it was not possible to in­
clude any village from these two places. This does not, however, detract from 
the broadly representative character of the villages under suryey. 

Some of the villages selected for the present survey are situated in the interior 
hill areas, with 'Very poor communication facitities. The field work in some cases, 
therefore, involved strenuous marches from the headquarters of a Sub-division. 
Language difficulty was also one of the factors that stood in the way of smooth 
eliciting of information in the case of some of the interior tribal villages. The 
credit for the commendable field work on whieh the present series of survey are 
based shJuld go to the two Investigators, Sarvashri S. Achouba Singh and Q. M. 
Qutabuddin. 

The present monograph and the others in the series are the result of a 'labour 
of love', as the Registrar General aptly put it and if they are of any use to those who 
are engaged in the num,ber ONE task of raising the level of living in village India, 
those of us. who applied ourse1 yes to the preparation of these monorgaphs with 
some assiduousness will have the lasting satisfaction that ours has not been a cas~ 
of 'love's labour's lost'. 

I am grateful to Shri A. Mitra, 1. C. S., Registrar General and ex-Officio 
Census Commissioner of India for his unfailing advice and guidance. I am also 
grateful to Dr. B. K. Roy Burman, Officer on Special Duty in the Office ·of the 
Registrar General for valuable suggestions he made in the preparation of this 
monograph. On Dr. K.B; Singh who was assosiatep with the work at the later 
stage, has fallen the burden of preparing thfb draft of this monograph and of 
verifying the information and statistics a1ready collected by persnol visits to the 
spot and I am much obliged to him for the keen interest he hss taken in the task 
entrusted to him. 

Imphal, 
June 25, 1966. R. K. Birendra Singh 
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CHAPTER I 

THE VILLAGE 

Introducing the village :-Thangjing Chiru is a· 
small tribal village of Manipur inhabited by the 
Chirus, a Scheduled Tribe of Manipur. 

Location:- The village lies at a distance of 
about 11 miles to the west of Imphal. The village is 
located on a small hill, and it comes under the admi­
nistrative jurisdiction of the Mao and Sadar Hills 
Sub-division. The village.is bounded on the east by 
Sangaitbel village, on the south by Longa Koireng 
village, on the west by the ThangJon h,ilI and the 
Heipurok stream, and on the north by the Waikhu­
rok stream. Within the village there is no market 
place, but at Sangaithel village which lies at a 
distance of about two furlongs to the east there is a 
small market. 

Size of village and number of housebolds:-The 
area of the village as a whole is 140 acres. The area 
covered by the residential sites is not ayailable. The 
number of households is eleven. 

Communication:-The village is connected with 
Imphal and the rest of Manipur by a branch of the 
New Cachar Road. Tbis branCh, known popularly 
as Maklang Road, bifurcates from the parent road 
from near Patsoi village. This road, ruuning west­
ward, goes straight upto Thangjing Chiru. This 
road, some portion of which is metalled and some 
laid with boulders, is motorable throughout the year. 
Since the village lies on the Thangjing hill and the 
road leading up to the entrance is a little steep and 
rough, heavy vehicles cannot enter beyond about two 
hundred yards from the village-entrance. Though 
the village is not far from the motorable road, the 
inhahita'nts of this village did not have the facilities 
of any bus services until a private bus service plying 
twice daily from Sangaithel to Imphal was introduced 
during November, 1965. At the time of the last 
survey by the end of 1965 the inhabitants of this 
village were found to possess three bicycles. 

Ph)skal aspects:-Bcing located on a low hill, 
one gets a panoramic view of the valley of Manipur 
from this village. The soil of this village cannot be 
~aid to be fertile. During the rainy season, water 
drains down towards the foot of the hill. 

Residential pattern :-Houses are irregularly 
distributed without forming any rows but they do not 
lie scattered all over the area. Houses are built 
facing either the east or the south with a view to get 
more light depending upon the situation of the house­
plot. Since there are only I I households, and the 
houses are built not far away from one another, the 
area occupied by the houses is not big. Though no 
area figure of the residential sites is available, the 
lengthwise distance of it which runs from east to 
west will be almost three hundred feet while the 
breadth of the village from north to south will be 
approximately seventy feet. As one enters the village 
from the front entrance, to one's right there is the 
house of the village headman locally known as 
Khullakpa. 

Public places:-There is' no important public 
place excepting the one where an uyungtree (quercus) 
grows which is regarded as the seat or Pathel, the 
communal god of the Chirus. 

Flora and fauna:-The village is poor in flora 
and fauna. Besides domestic animals like cattle, 
goat, p~g, and fowl, the village is devoid of wild ani­
mals. Occasionally wild animals like jackal, deer, 
and tigt:r frequent the outskirts of the village. 

Tbe flora of the village consists mainly of the 
commonest species found in the valley. Imom (impe­
rata cylindrica), singnang (phragmites karka), yong­
chak (parkai roxburghii), heikha-malhei (prunus 
spp.), sahi-~uhi (castanopsis species), tumitla (Iitsllea~ 
monopetala), heilling (spondius mangifcra), uyung 
(quercus) and yembum (a kind of plant whose leaves 
are edible when cookcd) are found growing in the 
neighbourhood of the village. 

Burial ground:-Common burial ground of the 
inhabitants is located near the entrance of the vil­
lage. Its distance from the habitation area is about 
eighty feet. 

Village ori~in:-From the Khullakpa (village 
headman) it is learnt that the inhabitants of this 
village migrated from Thangjing Hill which is situa­
ted near Moirang village-about 28 miles to the 
south-west of Imphal. No information is available 



as to the exact time when the migration took place. 

The exact reason for migration is not known, but 
we are told that the idea of getting better agri­
cultural land prompted them to ~eave their ances­

tral home and settle at the present site. The village 

is named after original place of settlement Thangjing. 

2 

All the eleven households did not settle 
together at one time. They came at different periods 
and the majority of them settled here one genera­
tion ago. The following table shows the number of 
generations for which the' households have been 
living in this village. The chief reason for migration 
is to find suitable and abundant land for agriculture. 

Table No.1 

Number pf households settled ..-__________ .---..A.- ____________ --., 

Total No. of 
households 

Before 5 gene- Between 4-5 Between 2-4 One Present 
generatioR Community rations generations generations generation 

2 3 

CHIRU 11 

There is no case of migration into the village 
during the present generation. 

Monuments, etc:-There are no important monu­
ments or relics worth mentioning. 

Source of water:-The Waikhurok stream is the 
main source of water of the inhabitants of this villa­
ge. It lies about one hundred yards to the north 
of the residential area. 

Welfare and administrative institutions:-The villa­
ge does not have any institutions like clubs, pancha-

4 5 6 v 

4 5 

yat, etc. For the maintenance of order within the 
village the headman called Khullakpa and other 
senior male members of the village take the responsi­
bility of maintaining peace and security within the 
Village. 

Markets:-Within the village there is no market 
where the villagers can sell or buy things. Imphal is 
the main market and other small markets on the 
way to Imphal are Sangaithel Bazar, Maklang Bazar 
(2 miles). Khamnam Bazar (8 miles), and Tera Bazar 
(9 miles). 



CHAPTER II 

PEOPLE AND THEIR MATERIAL EQUIPMENT 

Ethnic composition:-The inhabitants of this 
village are the Chirus-a Scheduled Tribe of Mani­
pur. The population of the village is divided into four 
exogamous clans, viz. Chongdur, Dingthoi, DanIa, 
and Rbaja, Living in close proximity with the Meitei 
villages and coming in frequent contact with the 
Meiteis, the Chirus of this village have assimilated 
Meitei manners to a considerable extent. They have 
identified their clans with the Meitei clans. Their 
clan Chongdur is identified with the Meitei clan 
Angom, DanIa with Ningthouja, Dingthoi with Khu­
mal, and Rhaja with Luwang. 

The centres of habitation of the Chirus are con­
fined more or less in the Sadar'HilIs Sub-division of 
Manipur. In the 1951 Census, the total population 
of the Chirus in Manipur was 1,079 persons consist· 
.ing of 440 males and 639 females, 1 whereas in the 
Census of 1961. the Chiru population rose upto 
1,809 persons consisting of 908 males and 901 fema­
les. 2 These figures are taken on the basis of data 
relating to the Chiru languag,e. 

Coming back to Thangjing Chiru, the inhabitants 
of this village represent a small section of the Chiru 
tribe of Manipur. In the year 1951, there were 
eight households with a total population of 44 per­
sons consisting of 21 males and 23 females. After 
eleven years, i,e. in the year 1962 when the village was 
surveyed the number of households rose to I I follo­
wed by an increase of population from 44 persons 
in 1951 to 45 persons in 1962. The difference of one 
person in eleven years' time may not be considered 
an increase in population when we keep in mind 
the rise in the number of household,s. In view Of the 
increase in the number of households. the population 
of Thangjing Chiru may be considered to have been 
stagnant during the past eleyen years (1951-1962). 

The distribution of the households and male and 
female populations under each clan is shown below: 

Table No 2 

Number of 
Name of clan households 

DanIa 3 
Dingthoi 4 
Chongdur 2 
Rhaja 2 

Number of population 
,....----"----­
Males Females Total 

7 4 11 
12 7 19 
448 
257 

The headman or Khullakpa of the village inform­
ed that every clan is divided into sub-clans. On 
the basis of the information furnished by him the 
n_ilmes of the sub-clans under each clan and the 
number of households under each sub-clan are 
shown below: 

Clan 

Chongdur 

DanIa 

Dingthoi 

Rhl!ja 

Table No 3 

Sub-clan 
Number of households 
under each sub-clan 

Sampar, Khumulen, Droi, Khumulen 2 
Samusampar 

Thanglen, Thanga, Tubung, Nikhum 3 
Nikhum 

Mingboi, Thoibehe, Thoiri, Thoitak 4 
Thoitak 

Jatung, Jajing, Koroj", Koroja 2 
Nisumpu, Pherpui 

Among the clans, clan-hierarchy does not exist. 
All are equal in all matters of socio economic inter­
course. No clan occupies a definite portion of the 
village, The C,hiru clans are exogamous and they 
are sociologically important as marriage units, At 
the time of any communal event, all the inhabitants, 
irrespective of clan-divisions, join together. Mutual 
help in time of need is the general feature of inter­
personal relationship within the village, The inhabi­
tants of this village are peaceful and hardworking. 

Language:-The language spoken in the village 
is Chiru, The inhabitants are conversant with ~ani­
puri whidh is for all practical purposes their second 
language. 

Housing:-It has already been stated that the 
houses in the 'village do not lie scattered all over the 
area. The houses have invariably rectangular bases 
and gabled roofs. Out of the 1 I houses, 7 are built 
on low earthen plinth and the remaining 4 on the 
surface of the hill itsel f after being levelled down to 
form the fioor. All are thatched houses and except 
for the materials used for the wall, all houses are 
more or less similar to one another in constru~tional 

1. Census of India 1951: State Census Handbook Vol. I, Manipur. p. 58. 
2. Census of India 1961, Vol. I, Part U·C (ii), Language Tables, p. 135. 



design. Both bamboo and wood are used for the skele­
ton of the house. No house is built solely with bam­
boo or wood. The average size of the house is about 
15'x25', and all the houses have the rear portion 
a little lower than the front portion. The minimum 
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height of the eaves at the rear of the house from 

the ground is about four feet. The distribution of 

households with reference to dwelling structures is 

shown below : 

Table No.4 

Type of wall Tyl'c of roof No. of Household 

2 3 

Reed wall Thatched 

do do 3 
do do 

do do 

Bamboo Wattled do 4 

do do 1 

Every house has a verandah of about one-fifth or 
one-sixth the size of the floor area. The interiQr of 
the house is not partitioned by any inner wall. Near 
the centre of the house the hearth (cooking place) 
is located while beds for the inmates of the house 
are spread at the rear and sides of the room. Other 
belongings of the household are kept at any vacant 
place inside the house. If enough space is not avai­
lable on the fioor. bamboo racks are made within 
the house for keeping household articles. Near the 
interior middle of the house 4 or 5 small bamboos 
are tied together and posted like a pillar. The place 
where these bamboos al e posted is supposed to be the 
se:!t of Sanamahi-the household god of the Chirus. 
No hou5ehold builds bath and latrine. Any secluded 
place serves as latrine, and the pigs do the "scaveng­
ing". Household;; having domestic animals like cattle, 
pigs, fowls, etc., build thatched huts close 'to the rear 

or side of the dwelling hous~ in ord~r to accommo­
date them.' 

Practically there is no structural difference bet­
Ween the houses of this village. All look alike in 
appearance too, except for the walls which are made 
of either wattled bamboos or reeds. The names of 
the different parts of a home are given below follow­
ed by a sketch showing the main portions of a house. 

Chiru 

Sungkung 
abang 
makot 
indung 
inphu 
chafi 

English equivalent 

Verandah 
wall 
door 
sleeping place 
roof 
pillar 

Size of Household 

4 

3 Persons 

4 ,persons 

5 persons 

8 persons 
3 persons 

5 persons 

Income 

5 

Between 40 to 60 rupees 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Mention has been made of the materials used in 
plinth, wall, roof, etc. These are obtained from the 
hill forest around the village free of cost. 

The householder builds his own house. If 
he wants to complete the house quickly, he may 
approach his neighbours to assist him. There is a 
strong sense of brotherhood among the villagers 
who are ready to help their own folks in case of 
difficulty and hardship without asking for reward. 
Thus the house-holder readily receives help from his 
neighbours in the construction of his house, and out 
of gratitude he offers them drinks (rice-beer) and 
smoke (bidi) according to his means. 

Selection of house-site is determined to a 
great extent by the nature of the ground. Level 
ground is preferred. In the absence of level ground 
any such ground is preferred which will require 
minimum labour in levelling. With regard to direc­
tion there is no specific rule. All the houses face 
the south, west or the east according to convenience. 
The Village-path runs from east to west towards the 
southern part of the residential area. 

Since the villagers build their own l,louses, 

and as all of them are not skilled in house-building, 

the technique of construction too is simple. Level­

ling the ground or making the plinth forms the first 

stage of construction. Next, the pillars are erected. 

If there is more than one builder, roof-trellis and 

wall are constructed simultaneously. Construction 

of the door and roofing are done at the final 

stage. 



The sizes of the floor-space are not equal. 
We may roughly estimate the average size of tho 
floor to be 15 'x25'. There are two slopes on the 
roof The size of the door is small and in most 
houses one has to stop a little while passing throu­
gh the door, average size is about 5'x3 '., Two houses 
have one window each and one house has two 
windows at the side and rear walls. The size of 
each window is about 2'xlf. 

Decorations ('tc:- There are no decorations and 
embellishments on the house. 

Privacy:- In the absence of partitioned rooms, 
the question of privacy does not arise. 

Hygienic conditions.-All the houses are not in 
good hygienic condition in the modern sense of 
the term. Cleaning of the house and sweeping of 
the compound are seldom done. 

Ceremony ~onnected with house-construction­
Monday and Wednesday are considered to be 
auspicious days for the commencement of house­
building and house-entering. At the completion of 
a house, the village priest, known as the Thempu. 
performs house-entering ceremony by sacrificing a 
pig and a hen to Pathel-the all-embracing god of 
the Chirus. The owner of the house offers a feast 
consisting of rice, rice-beer, and meat to all who 
help in the construction of his house. 

DRESS:-

Upper garment for male-Children below the 
age of about 4 or 5 years are not particular about 
wearing any dress. Most of the time they remain 
naked. During cold days they wear tailored shirts 
or vests purchased from the market at Imphal. 
Grownup men wear vests and tailored shirts pur­
chased from the same market. 

Lower garment for male-Tailored pants-both 
short and long are worn by males now·a-days as 
they are comfortable and convenient. Besides, 
pants provide an 'urban-look' which the villagers 
like. Besides pants, they also wear loin-cloth called 
kutei. The cloth is about 8 feet long and 2t feet 
wide, and is worn in the dhoti style. Pants and 
kutei are purchased from the market at Imphal. 
kutei is available in different colours and qualities. 

Upper garment for female- Vests and tailo­
red blouses are worn by the women. These are 
bought from Imphal. 
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Lower garment for female- Women wear a 
cloth known as Panbe for the lower part of the body 
Panbe is the Chiru word for Manipuri Phanek. It 
is about six feet long three and a half feet wide. It 
consists of two pieces of clothes of identical size and 
colour which are stitched together lengthw[se. This 
cloth is available in a number of designs and quali­
ties and it is purchased from Imphal. Panbe is \'.Iorn 
either around the waist or over the breast. Married 
and elderly women generally w('ar panbe over the 
breasts, and seldom around the waht. but unmar­
ried girls are seen wearing it in both the ways. 

There is no tailor in the village. As mention­
ed already, tailored clothes as well as other 
clothes are purchased from Imphal. If a household 
wants to weave they purchase yarn from lmphal and 
they weave the cloth required. Now-a-days weaving 
is almost neglected because cloths required by the 
villagers are easily available at Imphal within the 
price they could afford. If a household weaves any 
piece of cloth. it is meant for domestic use only. In 
this connection mention may be made of the natio­
nal cloth known as Panchai. Every household 
possesses at least one piece of this cloth and it is 
woven by the households themselves. Panchai is 
used by both men and women as an upper garment 
in all social functions. This cloth is made up of 
two equal pieces stitched togdher lengthwise. The 
size is about 40"x72". It is a white cloth, and at 
each border along the breadth run the three stripes 
-red. 'black and red-each stripe being about one 
inch broad. Between the stripes there is a space of 
about one inch. 

Men and women seldom use footwear. Some 
grown-up boys are seen wearing rubber sandal 
locally known as 'Hawai SandIe' 

There I is no difference in dress between ethnic' 
groups or between economic status groups, or 
between persons of different ages. Married, un­
married and widowed persons do not necessarily 
wear any specific dress in order to be distinguished 
from one another. Men and women do not wear 
headgear. 

Ornaments and body decoration: - The menfolk 
do not use ornaments now-a-days. Women wear 
ornaments on the neck, wrist, finger and ear. Local 
terms for these ornaments are rithei (necklace), har 
or mulok (armlet), khuli (bangle), sumke (ring). 
and rukor (ear ring). These ornaments are seldom 
made of gold, they are made mostly of cheap 



stones, giass-beads and gildt:d metals. Such orna­
ments are purchased from Imphal. Ear-plug 
(also called rukor) which is made up of a small 
wooden pipe of about two inches long and one­
sixth of an inch in diameter is also worn by elderly 
women. The girls, however, prefer imported gilded 
ornaments to old wooden ear-plugs. According to 
the Chirus, this wooden ornament is considered to be 
the seat of paddy (i.e., wealth). 

Nowadays. menfolk cut their hair in the modern 
style. Women kee;'l their haj~ long. They gene­
rally devide. t];e hair by combing in the middle 
and make a knot at the back of I he neck. There is 
~o professional barher in this village. Hair eutling 
15 performed free ('f cost by any person who knows 
the art. The Chiru m:1ies used to wear Samche 
which is a lhi'1 rope made of hair of horse-tail around 
the head. Along with Samelle cane fillet was also 
worn, but nowadays such kind of head-dress is not 
,commonly worn by the menfolk. 

Household Goods: - The households of this 
village are not rich in items of furniture. Two 
households possess one wooden chair each and 
another two households have one torch-light each. 
Everyhousehold has at least one wooden stool. 
Th~re are foar house!10lds po~sessing one mat each. 
Every household has one bed- stead and one hurri­
cane lantern. During the year 1965, three households 
had purchased one bicycle each. 

Cooking utcnsils:- Earthen pot~, brass and 
aluminium utensils are used for household purposes. 
Tin bucket (balti) is also used filling and storing 
water. For keeping cooked food while eating, cups 
and dishes made of brass and aluminium are also 
used. All these household utensils are purchased 
from the market. Utensil used for cooking rice 
is called b:lbe and utensil used for cooking meat 
and vegetables is known as albe. Chiru word for 
dish is rangmei or kheng and for cup, Khengkam 
or kuri. 

Food and drinl{s:-AH the households are non­
vegetarians. The staple diet c0nsists of rice, vegeta­
bles and meat. Different types of vcgetables which 
are available from time to time are taken. For exam­
ple, cabbage, cauliflower, mustard, yongehak (Parkie 
roxburghii) are available during winter. Arum,beans, 
gourd, pumpkin, etc., are available during summer. 

Generally two meals are taken ill a day, one in 
the morning and the other in the evening. In both 

the meals fhe items of food taken are more or less 
similar. Boiling the food in water is the general 
method of preparing food. Salt is put for taste. 
Oil and spices are seldom used. 

Rice-beer "is also often taken by the villagers. Tea 
drinking is a neW habit acquired by the villagers. 
If a household wishes to take tea, it is prepared with 
or without milk. But generally tea is taken outside 
the village, that js at the road-side tea stalls along 
the m~in road leading to imphal. 

As has been pointed out above, they take two 

meals a day, and the preparations in both the 
meals are rractically the same. During the culti­
vating season, in addItion to the usual two meals, in 
the morning and the evening, a mid·day meal is also 
taken generally in the field. Tea drinking is not a 
common practice in this village and the inhabitants 
do not take it daily or regularly. 

Birth custom:-The birth of a son is more wel­
come than 1he birth of a daughter because a son is a 
permanent member within the house and is of 
immense help in the agricultural operation which is 
the cbief means of livelihood of the inhabitants of 

this village. 

During the time of pregnancy.., the woman is free 
to do her usual routine work at home and in the 
field. The only restriction she generally observes is 
with regard to her diet which should not consist 
of rotten vegetables, meat, and fish. Yongehak 
(Parkai roxburghii) should also not be taken. Such 
restriction on food lasts till two or three months 
after the birth of the child. During this period, 
fresh vegetables including plantain, cabbage, cauli­
flower, mustard, peas etc., and meat are generally 
taken. When the pregnancy is eight or nine months 
old, the woman offers prayer to the domestic deity 
Sanamahi and the all powerful god Pathel for safe 
delivery. No sacrifice follows the prayer which is 

known as thouniba. 

Delivery of the child takes place inside the house 
only and on u mat and not on the usual sleeping 
bed. The village dai (locally known as maibi) or any 
woman who is an expert in child-birth assists the 
pregnant woman. There is no customary regulation 
that the maibi should belong to the same clan as that 
of the pregnant woman. The maibi does not receive 
any amount of money for her services but ,he is 
generally entertained with rice-beer by the house-

hold. 



When a child is born, the maibi cuts the umbilical 

cord with the sharp stem of a bamboo. She puts 
after-birth inside a small earthen pot amI than the 
pot is filled with paddy-husk. This pot t..:ontaining 
the after-birth is buried by the maibi at the rear side 
of the house and for this burial, the father of the 
newly born baby does the digging and he is usually 
debarred from normal hard work for five days after 

the birth of the child. 

At the birth of a child, the household in which 
the child is born observes poll ution and 1 he period of 
pollution varies from clan to clan. DanIa and Dmg­
thai clans observe pollution for fivc days while 
Chongdur and Rhaja observe the same for three­
days. The village priest (Thempu) necessarily per­
forms a purificatory rite when the period of pollution 
is OVer so that the family may be free from'pollution. 
The purificatory rite is performed in the following 
manner. In the varandah of the h(JlIse, in the 
morning, the thempu erects a plant usoi tree (Schima 
Wallichii). After this he ·sacrifices \\10 hens one 
after another in the name of all powerfL i god Pathel, 
and invokes the god for the peace and prosperity of 
the family on the arrival of a young life (i.e., the 
birth of a child). Here the ceremony I.mj~. and the 
sacrificed hens are cooked and consumt:u by the 
family. The Thempu is served with rice-beer for his 
service. This simple purificatory ceremony, is called 
Thall'aimi Konba. After this ceremoney on the 
same day, another simple ceremony known as 
Yupanthaba is performed by the Thempu. Here the 
Thempu sacrifices a hen and allows a few drops of 
blood to fall on the forehead of the child and puts a 
drop of rice-beer between the lips of the child. Prayer 
is offered to Pathel for the long life of the child. 
This ends the ceremony, and the family, according to 
its capacity, offers a feast to all. Meat, rice-beer, 
and rice are the I;nain items of food offered. On 
this day of Yupanthaba the maibi and the Thempu 
discuss as to which name sbould be given to the 
child, and they give an appropriate name to the child 
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which is approved of by the parents of the child. 

Suckling and Weaning:-Babies are breast-fed for 
at least one year. Breast-feeding generally continues 
upto the second year of the child, and from the 
later part of the first year of the child" taking of 
solid food (rice) is encouraged. Babies are weaned 
after their second year. 

Contraceptives and abortions, etc.-The inhabi­
tants of this village do not use contraceptives. They 
do not practise abortion also. If. a person is child-

less, or if still-birth and infant-death take place, one 
attributes such misfortune~ to one's bad luck. 

Without any formal ceremony, ear-piercing of 
the child is performed by an experienced person of 
the village. Ear-piercing is done on both the ear­
loves with a needle and black thread. The thread 
is allowed to remain on the ear after making a knot 
of it. Ear-piercing is generally done for children of 
both the sexes when they attain the age of about 
two months. 

Marriage·-The usual types of marriage prevalent 
in this village are marriage by service, and marriage 
by engagement and the latter is more frequent than 
the former. Cross-cousin marriage is assymetrical 
and only mother's brother's daughter is preferred. 
The selection of mates is not confined within the 
village but extends to any village where there are 
Chirus. 

From our own finding we learn that tbe Chirus 
of this village are divided into four clans the names 
of which have been mentioned already, and the 
marriages of the heads of the 11 households under our 
survey take place between dis-~imilar clans. That 
is to say, a person belonging to DanIa clan does not 
marry one belonging to DanIa. From the following 
table, the distribution of their spouse's clans can be 
studied. 

Table No.5 

No. of heads Clan name to Clan name to 
(male) which he which his 

of Household belongs wife belongs 

2 3 

1 Chongdur Dingthoi 

1 Rhaja 

\ 21 DanIa 

1 Chongdur 
Dingthoi 

3 Dania 
Rhaja Dingthoi 

Note:-Out of eleven households, only ten households have 
male heads. 

It is discernible from the above table that 
marriages in this village take place between different 
clans only. At the time of survey, the Khullakpa 
explained that though ,marriages take place between 
different clans, the clans are not necessarily exoga­
mous. A person can marry among all clans 
excepting within his own sub-clan. He pointed out 



that each sub-clan of which mention has !)een made 
~lready is strictly speaking the exogamous unit of 
the Chirus. Sub-clan exogamy which may theoreti­
cally mean a disintegration of clan structure, is not 
found ill actual practice among the Chirus of this 
vill!l.ge. 

Marriage by cngagement:-In order to solemnise 
the marriage, the Chirus do not perform any elabo­
rate ceremony. The selection of a bride is 
generally done by the parents of the boy, and the 
parents of the boy have to go to the girls house and 
talk to the parents of the girl. In order to concretise 
the propo::,aJ, the parents of the boy offer gifts COll­

sisting of a gong, thick coarse cotton shawl, metal 
utensils, pots of rice-beer and two rupees. There 
is no fixed number of utensils but generally a big cup 
and a di&h made of brass are included. Some may 
give clothes in addition to the cotton shawl. These 
gifts are collectively known as mankato Mankat is 
paid in lieu of service. The acceptance of mankat 
and verbal approval given by the girl's parents 
constitute the main feature of the betrothal or, rather, 
marriage among the Chirus of this village, because 
subsequent to the payment of mankat, no ceremony 
follows except feasting. On an auspicious day 
(generally on Monday or Wednesday) the girl is 
escorted by her parents, friends and relatives to the 
boy's house and there eating and drinking at the 
expense of the boy's family follow. After the feast 
party returns home leaving the girl with the boy's 
family to be a new member of the household. 

Marriage by service:-After the preliminary talks 
between the parents of the boy and the girl are 
over, the boy is asked to stay at the girl's house 
and assist her parents in domestic and agricultural 
works like tending the cattle, cultivating the field, 
carrying agricultural produce from the field to the 
house, etc. This period of service is for three years 
and during this period the boy has no sexual right 
over the girl, Giving of mankat is not necessary 
when a boy offers three years' service in the girl's 
house: rather service is offered in lieu of giving 
mankato But as a matter of fact giving of clothes, 
utensils, etc., may take place (though these may not 
be considered as mankat), depending upon the means 
of the boy's family in order to enchance its prestige 
and cordial relationship with the girl's family, The 
gifts may he given when the boy returns home with 
his bride after the completion of three years' sevice, 
and a feast is usually offered by the parents of the 
boy. The feasting at the house of the boy in which 
boy's party and girl's party join heralds and con­
cludes the marriage of the boy and the girl. 
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A point may however be noted here that service 
is not offered merely on ground of inability to give 
mankat, Offering service for three years or giving 
mankat in lieu of it, are old customary practices, 
and it is more or less a matter of choice and con­
venience that a family chooses either of them. To 
cite conditions; if the would be bride happens to be a 
cross-cousin of boy and if she is the only child in the 
family or does not have any grown·up brother, her 
father (who is also the brother of the boy's mother) 
would like that the boy (i.e. his nephew) should stay 
with him so that he may help him in agricultural 
and other household works until he takes the girl in 
marriage. On the other hands, if a boy is the only 
child of a family and if his staying away for three 
years at the house of the girl would mean much 
loss to his family, such a family would like to give 
mankat in lieu of sending a son to another family. 

Attitude towards adultery:- The villagers take 
a strong attitude towards adultery. According to 
the custom of the villagers, when a man and a 
woman commit adultery, the case is brought to the 
notice of the village headman and elders who ask 
the man to take the woman to wife, and to pay 
the father, and not the husband, of the woman a 
fine consisting of one pig, one brass gong, one 
brass dish, and four pitchers of rice-beer. These­
articles are collectively known as maithi. 

Ar the time of survey no case of divorce was 
found. Widow remarriage is allowed but levirate 
and sororate are not practised. There is no case of 
polygny in this village. 

Age at Marriage-The following table shows the 
age at marriage of all the evermarried persons in the 
the village: 

Age at 
marriage 
(Years) 

1 

14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
.2.5 

Table No.6 

Showing the age at marriage 

Number of ever married persons 
~------~----~ 
Males Females Total 

2 3 4 

\ 
4 4 
3 3 

1 
2 3 

5 6 

I 



It is seen at a glance that marriage of girls takes 
place from the age of 14 years. The highest number 
of marriages of females takes place at the age of 
15 years, and the number of marriages at 16 years of 
age comcs second. The number of marriages from 
15 to 16 years of age is 7 and they form about 63'6 
per cenl of the total ever married females. Another 
3 cases of lJ1arriage between 18 and 20 years of age 
present about 27'2 per cent of the total. As will be 
evident from the above Table, no marriage of 
females takes place beyond the age of 20 years. 

Coming to the case of ever-married males, no 
marriage is found to have taken place before attain­
ing the age of 17 years. All the marriages take 
place between 17 and 25 years of age. However, no 
case of marriage is found at the age of 19 and 22 
to 24 years. There are 5 marriages at the age of 
20 years and this is the highest figure representing 
50 per cent of the total. The second highest figure 
occurs at 18 years of age with 2 representing 20 per 
cent. 

The total number of ever-married persons is 21 
consisting of 10 ever-married males and 11 ever-marri­
ed females, and their percentages are respectively 
47'6 and 52-4. Large numbers of marriages of both 
males and females do not occur within the same 
age-groups. As fOr males, the majority of the 
marriages occur, between 18 and 20 years while for 
females most of the marriages take place at the ages 
of 15 and 16 years. 

Belief concerning death-People belive that 
Pathel, the supreme god has the power to reward or 
punish one during and after one's life time. 
Diseases and evil spirits are belived to be capable 
of taking one's life. 

Preparing patient for death-A sick person is 
generally attended to by the Thempu (Priest-cum­
physician of the village). All attempts to save the 
dying person are given up when the Thempu is confi­
dent that the dying person could not be saved, and 
preparations are made for the funeral. 

Disposal of the dead-Death takes place insid~ 

the house. Thempu and male elders also play 
important Joles. When a p-!rson dies, th,e corpse 
is [llthed with luke-warm water by the members of 
lh~ hou~e or by the village elders. New clothes are 
also worn. 

The Chirus do not cremate their dead. lnhuma­
tiOll of the dead bodies is the common custom 
observed by all. The village has a common bunal 
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ground which is situated at the south-east corner 
of the village and in front of the headman's house 
at a distance of about 100 feet. 

The digging of the grave is done by the villagers 
specially by the young men. The corpse is placed 
inside a wooden coffin in a lying position with face 
upward. The coffin containing the corpse is carried 
by some three or four men led by the ningon mawa 
(son-in-law of the deceased) while carrying the 
coffin and buring it, care is taken tbat the corpse 
should not turn its head towards its house for fear 
that death may visit the house again. At the time 
of putting the corpse inside the grave and filling the 
grave with earth, all menfolk participate. Purification 
of the person and not the household of the deceased 
is performed by the Thempu by spFinkling drops of 
wuter with a few leaves of tairen (cedrela toona) over 
the persons who participate at the burial. , 

Grave goods and sacrifice: - Personal belongings 
like smoking pipe, may be put in the coffin, but grave 
goods are not compulsorily put. Depending upon 
the capacity of the household concerned, sacrifices 
of pigs and hens are made by the Thempu in the 
house of the deceased and these are offered to their 
god Pathel. The act of sacrifice is known as 
manglathaba If a family is too poor to sacrifice a 
number of animals, only one hen also will do. The 
family of the deceased offers a feast to all. Mang­
lathaba and feasting are done on the day of the 
burial. 

Pollution and ceremony concerning death-At the 
death of a person, his or her family becomes polluted 
for five days. The famlies within the clan of the 
deceased also become pollueted for three days and 
after the third day become automatically clean. But 
as for the family of the deceased, a purificatory rite 
is always performed by the Thempu in the following 
manner. I The small bamboos which' represented 
domestic deity Sanamahi arc f.!U1oved from inside 
the house and new bamboos are erected in place of 
the old ones. After this, the Thempu sacrifices one 
pig and a number of cocks-one cock for each mem­
ber of the family of the deceased. These sacrifices 
are offered to Pathel and consumed by the villagers. 

Exhumation aDd secondary disposal;-There are 
no exhumation and secondary disposal. 

Miscellaneous-At umba (rind of gourd) contain­
ing rice-beer is put upon the grave of the deceased 
by the ningon mawa (husband of daughter or sister) 
or any other person just after the filling of the grave 
is over. 



CHAPTER III 

ECONOMY 

The economy of the village is essentially agricul­
tural in character. The general pictu re of livelihood 
of the inhabitants of this village is a simple one. 
Males and females work in the field for the cultiva­
tion of food crops. Womenfolk do not use plough. 
There is no strict sex wise distribution of labour in 
cultivation. 

Economic resources:-Land and livestuck are the 
main economic resources of tile inhabitants. The 
extent of land under cultIvation, forest pastures, etc. 
cannot be assessed accurately for a number of 
reasons; first, the householders themselves could not 
give exact amount of land under cultivation. etc., 
secondly, there are no official records showing areas 
of land in possession by the hou~eholds as the agri­
cultural lands in the hills of Manipur are free from 
taxation; and thirdly, the size of land under cultiva­
tion varies from year to year as the households 
practice shifting cultivation. However, an attempt 
is made to show the approximate areas of land 
under cultivation by the households. Figures will 
be found in a later paragraph. 

Factors influencing economic life in the village:­
Measures regarding land reforms, land improve­
ments, industrilizations, etc., are conspicuous by 
their absence. The only new deve]o[lmcnt affecting 
econGmic life of the villagers is the bu!-servicce 
recently introduced of which mention has been made 
already. This has led to the expansion of market­
ing facility and infiltration of urban influences 

Livelihood classes :--According to the 1951 
Census 33 persons comisting of 15 males and 18 
females were enumerated as cultivators of land 
wholly or mainly owned. The number of cultivators 
-having no land of their own was II consisting of 
6 males and 5 females. Tllere has been some change 
in the claspification of livelihood classes in the 
Census of 1961. According to the classification 
adopted in 1961 Census, 14 males and 12females 
are cultivators and 11 males and 11 females are 
non·workers. But at the time of survey conductc:d 
in the year 1962, 14 males and 9 females are record­
ed as non-workers. All of them are under 12 years 
of age. Children above 12 years of age become 
more or less economically active. No person above 

twelve years of age has been recorded as non­
worker. The distribution of non-workers under 
different age-groups is as follows. Under the age­
group 0-4 years, there are 3 boys and 4 girls. Under 
the ege-group 5-9 years, there are 9 boys and 3 girls 
while the next age-group of 10-12 years, is represen­
tcd by 2 boys and 2 girls. 

Ownership of the economic resources:-It has been 
pointed out earlier that all the households are culti­
vators. In absence of earlier data no comparision can 
be made with the present data regarding agri­
cultural land. All the households do not possess 
agricultural land in the plain area. Only three house 
holds possess agricultural land in the plain area and 
the sizes of their holdings vary from 2! to 3t acres. 
All the households, including the three households 
possessing land in the plain area, have agricultural 
land in the hill area. Since the villagers practise 
shifting:cultivation, the size of land. under cultivation 
by a house-hold is liable to differ from year to year. 
During the year 1965, all the households have agricul­
tural-lands in the hill area more ~r less of equal size, 
the approximate size being 2t acres. This is because, 
as shifting cultivation is practised, no household 
owns agricultural land in the hill area permanently 
but they change their agricultural sites year after 
year. Thus, every year, while selecting a site, all 
th~ households work in union for each household in 
rotation, and since the amount of labour put at the 
time of selecting a site for each household is more or 
less the same, lands cuitivated by the households 
are almost similar in size. The land of the viUage 
is under the possession of the village comm1.lnity as 
a whole and it is not leased to the Chief of the 
village. The village chief dors not have any extra­
ordinary right over the land. In matters of right 
over the land, all are equal and none need pay any 
amount in cash or kind to the chief. Besides, the 
whole land belongs to the Whole community, and 
no areas are marked out to be areas of individual 
clans or families. The right of the village over the 
land was acquired through factual possession and 
not by transfer from another chief. 

Primary and secondary occupations:-Agriculture 
is the primary occupation of the villagers. Rearing 
of domestic animals (see Livestock) may be 
regarded as secondary occupation as it provides 



some income for the households. No change from 
the traditional occupation can be recorded. 

Practices connected with agriculture:-Paddy is 
the main crop cultivated both in the plain and the 
hill. In the hill other crops/vegetables like arum, 
plantain, chilli. etc" though in small quantity, are 
also cultivated. Only single cropping per year is 
practised and the yield of paddy per acre in the 
plain area is about 10 quintals, and in the hill areas 
about 6 quintals, 

The entire agricultural land lying in the plain 
area is utilised for the cultivation of paddy. In the 
hill area, more than ninety percent of the cultivated 
land are utilised for the cultivation of the paddy. 
Other crops/vegetables like chilli, banana, ginger, 
etc., occupy a small fraction of the total cultivated 
area in the hill. The extent of land under each 
crop cannot be shown with accurate figures. 

As for agricultural land in the plain area, plough­
ing the field with a pair of bullocks or a buffalo 
is practised. From the livestock statistics recorded 
in the 1961 Census survey no drau.;ht cattle are 
found in this village. Thus the households cultiva­
ting land in the plain area have to borrow draught 
cattle from any person of a nearby village known to 
them in order to cultivate the land. The hiring 
charge of the cattle is given in terms of paddy, and 
the charge is approximately 7.2 quintals for a pair 
of bullocks. As for a buffalo, which can [lerform 
the work done by a pair of bullocks, the amount of 
paddy given may be a little less depending on 
bargaining. 

Though the land is put to the plough from the 
month of February, repeated ploughing is done in 
the months of May and June when rainfall becomes 
heavy and regular so that the soil may be reduced 
to a state of liquid mud. In June generally paddy 
seedlings, are planted with hands in rows. There is 
no irrigation system to improve the plants. Paddy 
is harvested during the months of October and 
November. In order to remove the paddy from the 
stalks, a broa'd bamboo mat is spread over the har­
vested field, and on this mat paddy stalks are put 
and thrashed. As for cultivation in the hill areas, 
no plough and cattle are used. Clearing the hill 
area by cutting plants and gra'iS is the first step. 
Dry leaves, grass etc., are left over the field and 
burnt as to increase fertility of the soil. After this 
digging \\ ith the hoe begins. At the time of sowing 
the field is dug with a hoe and a few seeds are put 
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in the place. Tn this manner seeds are sown over 
the entire field. Harvesting and thrashing are done 
in a similar manner described above. In the hill 
area, the cultivator has to go almo,t daily to his 
field clear the field by cuttillg and removing the 
grass and look after the field most of the day as for 
as possible so that wild animals like monkey, wild 
pig. etc., may not destroy the crop. 

Tn the plain area wooden plough is the main tool 
used for furrowing the field whik in the hill area 
iron hoe is used for similar purpose. Iron sickle is 
used for cutting the stalks at the time of harvesting 
both in the plain and hill areas. Thrashing is done 
with wooden flail having three or four curved 
prongs. 

Since the extent of land under cul:ivation by one 
man is not big enough, he can manage most of the 
work. If a man has a wife and grownup sons and 
daughters, all of them would work in order to 
lighten the work-Io:ld. Regarding cultivation in the 
hi!1 area, it is not uncommon for the villagers to 
work together in the field belonging to each of them 
in rotation. Offering of reciprocal aid in this 
manner is called' Kutfof;1g' and the person in whose 
field others work, offers at least Yu (rice-beer), if 
not midday meal to them by way {l'f gratitude. 

Utilisation and'storage of produce:-The bulk of 
the agricultural produce is J;I1eant for household 
consumption. Excepting paddy, other products are 
sold as far as possible in order to get some income. 
All the agrfultural products are stored inside the 
house or inside a small hut, built close to the house. 
From the household schedules, the follo\\ing figures 
are available regarding the annual quantity of crops 
produced: 

Table No.7 

Annual quantity produced 

Name of crop Maunds Seers 

Chilli 6 
Cotton 12 
Fruits 21 20 

Ginger 3 35 

Maize 
Pulse 

Fr0m the household schedules complete data 
regarding the total quantity of paddy and arum are 
not available. One can, however, estimate an appro­
ximate figure regarding quantity of paddy since the 
amount of land cultivated by egch household and 



the yield of paddy per acre has already been 
given in a previous paragraph. Regarding arum, 
the roots of which serve as a substitute for paddy 
during the lean season, every household cultivates 
only a few plants by the side of paddy field 
in the hill. Annual collection of arum roots per 
household is estimated at 40 Kgs. at the minimum. 

Marketing of produce:-Now that regular bus 
service is available upto Sangaithel village where 
there is a small market place, the inhabitanti of 
Thangjing Chiru may either dispose of the agricul­
tural produce at Sangaithel or they can proceed 
upto Imphal by bus in order to sell the goods. 
Formerly before the bus-service was introduced, 
villagers used to carry the goods in baskets on their 
backs and walked along the main road towards 
ImphaJ. Since this road passes through a number of 
villages, they often came accross traders (both men 
and women) on the way who purchased their goods. 

Livestock : -The domestic animals play an impor­
tant part in the economy of the village. The follow­
ing table shows the position of livestock in the village: 

Table No. S 

Showin: the distribution of livestock 
Item of No. of No. of 
livestock Households Animals 

2 3 

Milch Cattle <4 5 
Goat 3 4 
Pigs 7 II 
Fowls 7 109 

TIle number of fowls is more than that of any 
domestic animals reared in this village. Excepting 
fowls, other dom~stic animals are few in number. 
By the end of 1965 there has been some change in 
livestock position. There were no goats and it was 
rep0rted thaL the goats had been sold out as they 
did much damage to crops and vegetables. All the 
households were found to be rearing fowls, and one 
houst"hold was found possessing one he-buffalo and 
two she-buffalloes. 

Grazing and f<!eding ctc. :-Domestic animals are 
Jet loose arround the houses within the village. No 
special care is taken regarding feeding of the animals. 
No scientific and improved methods are employed 
in rearing the animals. 

Utillization of produce, marketing etc. :-Regarding 
utilization of produce, the households prefer selling 
to consuming the animals in order to earn income. 
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Bigger animals like cattle are reared mainly for 
harvesting in the agricultural fields. Fo_wls bring 
regular income to the hou~eholds. Marketing is 
done during the day time and during any se.ilson. 
Since fowls are not expensive every household can 
afford to rear the same. .Besides fowls multiply 
within a short period of time too. Thus the problem 
of finance is almost nil. As for bigger animals like 
buffaloes, these are purchased only when the house­
hold possessing them has sufficient money to spend 
for them. 

Practice~ connected lfith fishinJ:: - Fishing is not 
practised by the households of this village. 

Forestry :-All the households are free to utilize the 
hill forest. They collect dry leaves and branches of 

trees in order to use as fuel for cooking the daily meal. 
Long grass (imperata cylindrical grows here & there 
within the village. During winter this grass attains 
full growth as is ready to be cut. Since this grass is 
used for roofing the house, villagers cut it with sickle. 
bind them into small bundles and sell them in the 
market. No expenditure is involved sinee this grass 
is not planted by any hOllsehold, No permission of 
the village headmen is necessary for removing any 
type of tree from the village forest by the villagers, 
In case of hunting also no share is required to be 
paid to the village headman. 

Village Industry (Wea,.ing):-Weaving is an 
important occupation of every woman in the house­
hold'. All the households have on waist-loom each. 
The products are cotton clothes only consisting of 
loin-clothes for females and shawls. The yarn are 
purchased from the market. The clothes are meant 
for household consumption only and not for sale. 
So the quantity of produce depeneds on domestic 
requirements. Generally every household weaves one 
piece of loin-cloth for females and one piece of 
cotton shawl every year. Since the clothes are 
meant for domestic use, women weave them 
during their leisure hours. If a woman starts weaving 
a cloth, she generally works at the loom for at lea"t 
one hour daily and completes the cloth (loin cloth 
or shawl) within about seven or eight days. The 
womenfolk do no have any special training in weav­
ing but they learn it from their mothers and elder 
sisters through apprenticeship. The estimated costs 
of a female loin-cloth and a shawl are respectively 
Rs. 6'00 and Rs. S'OO while the estimated market 
value of the same are Rs. 8'00 and Rs. 10'00 
respectively. 



Commerce:-There is no commercial establish­
ment within the village. The villagers sell their agri­
cultural produces in the market. Selling of the goods 
is done during the day time throughout the year. 
The'agricultural commodities like chilli, arum, plain­
tain leaves and banana, yongchak (Parkai roxburghii), 
etc., are sold out in the market soon after they are 
collected. It will not be possible to give the exact 
quantity of these commodities sold in the market, 
but a rough estimate can be made. About 145 kilos 
of chilli, 740 kilos of fruits, 120 kilos of ginger, 
30 kilos each of maize and pulses, 400 kilos of arum 
and seven to eight thousand fruits of yongchak are 
sold annually. 

Beside tilling the soil, and selling agricultural 
commodities and domestic animals especially fowl, 
there is no other occupation worth the name. 

Indebtedness :-At the time of first survey in 1962 
out of II households, 3 households or about 27 per 
cent were in debt. By the end of 1965 no house­
.holds was reputed to be in debt, and hence no 
particulars of families in debt can be furnished. 

Co-operation:-There is no co-operative society 
within the village. The villagers are not served by 
any outside co-operative society. 

Income and expenditure;-It has been stated that, 
in addition to paddy cultivated for household con­
sumption, other crops and vegetables are also 
cultivated for consumption as well as for sale. 
Almost all the agricultural commodities excepting 
paddy are sold in the market. It will be difficult to 
assess income derived from the sale of agricultural 
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commodities separately. Every household derives a 
minimum income of about forty rupees per month 
and the maximum reaches upto about sixty. Income 
of all the households falls within these maximum and 
minimum amounts for the reason that all the house­
holds have more or less equal amount of land under 
cultivation and'"the bulk of their income is derived 
from the sale of agricultural commodities. Rise from 
the average minimum income is caused mostly by 
the sale of fowls and eggs though such sales are 
occasional. Major expenditures are incurred on 
clothes, baskets, oil, salt tools like hoe, knife, spade 
etc. As mentioned already three households are 
able to purchase a bicycle each. 

Aspirations:-When asked 'What kind of work 
would you like your son to do?' Only six households 
have given a common answer, that is, all of them 
would like to have their sons in the Government 
services while the remaining five households have no 
definite answers to give. 

It has further come to our notice that the majority 
of the households have enough idea as to what 
industry would be lucrative for the households con­
cerned. Out of the II households 7 households have 
given their choice of occupation which according to 
them will beneficial for the village as a whole. Seven 
households or about 63 per cent of the total are of 
the opinion that weaving will be a lucrative job. Out 
of these 7 households, 6 households opine that not 
only weaving but carpentry also will be a profitablo 

job. Out of these six households, three futher add 
that tailoring too will b. lucrative if a machine be 
installed in this village. The remaining four house­
holds did not give any reply. 



CHAPTER IV 

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL LIFE 

Birth and death rates:-We do n~t get a clear 
picture regarding birth and death rates of this 
village though the data collected from our schedules 
throw some light on this aspect. The following table 
shows the number of male and female children who 
died or are alive with reference to the age of their 
parents: 

Table No.9 

Showing births and deaths ..... ith reference to the age 
of parents (head of household) 

Age of parents 
(In years) 

,---''--------., 
Father Mother 

51 45 
30 28 

26 25 

21 19 
29 27 

30 
30 25 

27 22 
40 30 

50 45 
30 28 

Number of children Number of 
died children alive 

.. --A.---., ,.----A-----, 
Males Females Males Females 

2 

4 

2 

3 3 

1 i 
I 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

It is seen that the total number of children born 
in all the eleven households is 38 consisting of 21 
males and 17 females. (n other words, males repre­
sent about 55 per cent of the tO,tal number of child­
ren born. Out of 38 children born 14 children 
representing about 37 per Gent of the total died. 
Coming to further details, two-thirds of the male 
children born survived while one-third of them died 
during their childhood. The percentage of male sur­
vivors out of the total male children is 66'6. As for 
female children, the death-rate is a little higher than 
that of the male children. Only about 58'8 per cent 
of the female chIldren survived and 41'2 per cent 
died. Out of the eleven households, five households 
have not lost any children, two households .have lost 
male children only, one household one child only, 
and three households both. Out of 7 boys and 7 
girls died, 4 boys and 2 females happened to be 
first born children. 

Statistics regarding age and sex: -Out of the total 
number of 45 persons, 25 are males and 20 are fema­
les items the percentage of males is 55'6 and that of 
females is 44'4. The following table gives the data 
regarding the distribution of the village population 
by sex in various age groups: 

Table No. 10 

Showing population by age-groups 

Total population 
Age-groups .. ..A. '"'\ 

(Years) Persons Males Females 
1 2 3 4 

An ages 45 2S 20 
0...,..4 7 3 4 
5-9 12 9 3 
10-14 4 2 2 
15-19 2 1 1 
20-24 2 1 1 
25-29 8 3 5 
30-34 5 3 2 
35-39 ) 

40--44 1 1 
45--49 2 2 
50-54 '2 2 
55-59 
60 & over 

From the above Table it will be seen that 23 
persons in the age-group 0-14 years form 51 per cent 
of the entire population in the age-group 5-9 years 
is the highest and that in the age-groups 25-29 years 
and 0-4 years come second and third respectiv~ly. In 
the age-group 40-44 no female is found. Another 
characteristic feature of this village is that it does 
not have any person beyond the age of 55 years at 
the time of survey. If we group those who have 
attained the age of 15 years under adult popuJation 
on the ground that they are stroJng enough to work 
in the field and do many other jobs, the village pre­
sents 22 persons as the adult popUlation which con­
sists of equal numbers of males and females. Thougb 
the population structure shows a fall from the lower 
age-group to the higher age-group the decline is irre­
gular and not steeply pyramidal. 

The number of males is higher than the number 
of females. There are 800 females only to every 
1,000 males, and this feature does not conform to 
the general sex-ratio in Manipur where the number 



of females is more than that of males. The over-all 
disparity of the sexes ill this village is mainly due to 
the fact that the number of males born is more than 
the number of females born though in various age­
groups irregularities may be seen. The number of 
females is higher than that of males in the age­
groups of 0-4 years and 25-29 years, while in the age­
groups of 5-9 years and 30-34 years, males outnum­
ber females. The excess of male population over 
that of females in the age-group 5-9 years is so high 
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that it is responsible for the population disparity 
between the sexes. In the age-group 15-24 years, 
males and females are equal in number. In age­
groups 40-44 years and 50-54 years only males are 
found while in the age-group 45-49 years only fema­
les are found. 

Marital 5tatus:-The following table illustrate 
the marital status of the popUlation according to 
various age-groups: 

Table No. 11 

Age-group 
(Years) 

All ages 

0-4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-19 

20-24 

25-29 

30-34 

35-39 

40-44 

45-49 

'50-54 

55-59 

60 and over 

Age and marital status 

Tolal population Naver married Married 
,------"----, ,.--__........_-~ r---"---....... 

Persons Males Females Males Females Males Females 

2 

45 

7 

12 

4 

2 

2 

8 

5 

2 

2 

3 

25 

3 

9 

2 

3 

3 

2 

4 

20 

4 

3 

2 

5 

2 

2 

5 6 7 8 

15 9 10 10 

3 4 

9 3 

2 2 

1 

3 5 

3 

2 

2 

I 

Divorced or 
Widowed separated 

~~---l ~-~--....... 
Males Females Males Females 

9 10 11 12 

1 

It will be seen from the above table that out of 

45 peljsons, 24 persons or 53·3 per cent are unmarri­

ed, 20 persons or 44·5 per cent'are married, and 1 

person or 2·2 per cent is widowed. No person is 

found to have been divorced or separated at the time 

of survey. No case of unmarried females is found 

after the age of 14 years and of unmarried males 

after 19 years. No male or female is returned in 

the age-groups 35-39 years, 55 years and above. 

married persdns within the different age-groups: 

The following table shows the percentages of 

Table No. 12 
Showing percentages of married persons in various 

age-groups 
Percentage of 

Number of married per-
Age-groups Number of married sons within 

(Years) persons persons age-group 
1 2 3 4 

0-14 23 
15-19 2 1 50.00 
20-24 2 2 100.00 
25-29 8 8 100.00 
30-34 5 4 80.00 
35-39 
40-44 1 1 100.00 
45-49 2 2 100.00 
50-54 
55-59 

~ 2 100.00 

60 & over 



The high percentage of married persons in this 

village is mainly due to the fact that all the house­
holds are represented by nuclear families only. The 
fall in percentage in the age-groups 15-19 and 30-34 

is due to the existence of one unmarried male in the 
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former age-group, and one widow in the latter age­
group in the total population. 

Size and composition of households: -The follow­
ing table illustrates the size and composition of the 
households of this village: 

Table No. 13 

Size and composition 0/ households 

Size of households having 

Total 2-3 members 4-6 members 
~ -------- --.----------, 

10 members & over 7-9 members 
No. of r-----_)~---_, r-----A. r-------~~----~ ,-------"------., 
house- House- House- House-
'holds hold Males Females hold Males Females 

House­
hold Males Females hold Males Females 

11 5 8 7 5 13 

In this village there is no household consisting 
of one person only or ten persons and over. Thus 
all the 11 households have persons whose number 
ranges from 2 to 9, There are 5 households each in 
household size of 2-3 members and 4-6 members. 
Tl;!ere is only one household consisting of 8 persons, 
which fall under the 7-9 members category. So far 
as the size of population is concerned, the number of 
persons in households of 4-6 members each is the 
highest, and that under 2-3 members each stands a 
close second. 

Types of family:-All the eleven households are 
of simple families. There is no intermediate or joint 
type of family. 

Literacy and education:-No accurate data are 
available to show the number of literate or educated 
persons under different age-groups. It will not be 
possible to present the position of literacy in this 
village on the basis of the number of school-going, 
children, though it may reflect some trend of the 
prqgress made by the people in the field of educa­
tion. From the Khullakpa it is also learnt that. 
with the exception of a few school-going children the 
rest of the population are practically illiterate. The 
absence of at least a lower primary school in ·this 
village further supports tJ-:e fact that the inhabitants 
of this village lag far behind in 'the field of literacy 
and education. In ]961, 10 students (8 boys and 2 
girls) were reported to be studying at the primary 

school situated at the entrance of Longa Koireng, a 
neighbouring village to the south of Thangjing 
Chiru By the end of 1965 two boys in Class IV; 
two boys in Class III and one boy in Class II were 
reported to be studying in the said school. 

9 4 4 

Intra-family relationship :--Family plays an impor­
tant role in the socio-economic life of the peop'le. 
Generally the oldest person in the family, whether 
male or female, manages the household affairs till 
his or her death even though sons and daughters 
have grown up and attaind maturity of judgement. 
Parents and children maintain uninhabited intimacy, 
especially during the period of minority of the child­
ren. This state of intimacy gradually gives place 
to that of keeping a respectful distance on the part 
of the children as they attain the age of majority. 
A woman maintains respectful distance and avoidan­
ce towards her in-laws, particularly her father-in­
law. Brothers and sisters are always intim'ate. 
Father or the eldest male-member is practically the 
patriarch of the family and he exercises authority 
over the other members of his family. 

Inheritance pfproperty:-No statutory provisions 
are in force regarding inheritance of property. Only 
customary law prevails so far as inheritance of pro­
perty is concerned and at present they are not guided 
by the Hindu Succession Act. According to the 
customary law, only the sons inherit the property 
after the death of the father. If there is more than 
one son in a family, the youngest son gets a share 
greater than that of any of his elder brothers. This 
is probably because the responsibility of taking care 
of aged parents rests with the youngest son. 

The 'larger share entitled to the youngest son 
includes agricultural land, utensils, clothes, etc. The 
question of sharing the homestead does not arise 
because land is free and abundant. Besides, familial 
love and tie are very strong among these people, and 
partition does not necessarily take place after the 



death of a father, [f partition takes place .at all, a 
larger share is generally given to the son who is the 
poorest and who has the largest number of depen­
dants. Hence the customary law is not strictly 
followed at all times. 

Leisure and recreation:-Young boys and girls 
remain at home or walk around the village talking 
among themselves. They do not play any game like 
football or hockey. Men and women also spend 
their leisure time sitting at home and gossiping with 
one another. They also drink rice-beer during leisure 
hours. 

Festivals;-The village is poor regarding the 
number of festivals celebrated by irs inhabitants. 
The festivals celebrated during a year are Laipusa, 
Lamba kaba, and Sikimsa. Near the middle of the 
residential area, there is a broad piece of land where 
the villagers congregate in order to celebrate the 
festival. In these festivals all the inhabitants join 
together and celebrate them. 

Laipusa:-This is a religious festival performed 
for two days in thc month of Phairen (January-Feb­
ruary). The main significance of this festival is to 
bid good-bye to the dead and to pray for prosperity 
and long life of the living. Sacrifices of pigs and/or 
fowls are made to the Supreme god Pathel by the 
village pr.icst called "fhempu. The animals to be 
sacrificed ar.e brought by all the households. :raey 
also bring rice-beer, and tbey eat and drink together. 
Boys and girls sing and dance in groups. 

Lambakaba:-Performed in the Imonth of Kalen 
(May-June) ·for five days. The occasion of the festi­
val is to express joy and happiness of the year. 
Grown-up boys and girls sing and dance together. 
Eating and drinking are the usual' items of this 
festival. 

Sikimsa:- Performed for three days in the month 
of Mera (Octob~r-November), the chief purpose of 
tbis festival is to observe what is known as 'Phoumi 
Kouba' (calling corn spirit). In order to solemnise 
the observance, every family prepares rice·flour by 
pounding rice ;grains in the mortar flnd when this 
flour bread! is prepared all eauogetner at a common 
place. Along with this bread they also eat rice 
and meat and drink rice-beer. 
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Religion:--- The inhabitants are not divided into 
religious st:cts. There is no special structure tp 
house there d_eities. Reference has been made already 
about Pathel-the supreme god of the Chirus of this 
village. 

The seat of Pathel is located at the foot of an 
uyung tree which grows in the north-east corner of 
the residential area. A small slab of stone is put to 
represent tbis deity. During tbe annual festivals, 
the village priest offers sa!;)rifices and prayer to this 
deity. No financing or expenditure is involved for 
the maintenance of tbis deity. 

Sanamahi of whom meption has been made 
already, is the household or domestic gods of the 
Chirus. There is no image of Sanamahi, but this 
deity is represented by a bunch of small bamboos 
erected as a pillor near the middle of the interior of 
the house. Prayers and sometimes sacrifices of fowls 
etc., are offered to this deiety by the village priest 
in case of sickness of an inmate of the house. 

About fifty feet infront of the house of the 
headman lie two small slabs of stone which represent 
the seat of Koubru who is the Manipuri forest god 
whose realm is assigned to the north-west direction. 
The village cbief informed that Koubru is a secon­
dary god in the village and prayers and sacrifices 
are seldom alTered to this deity. 

Community worship :-Laipusa festival, of which 
mention has already been made may be regarded 
as a fOfm of community worship because in this 
festival all the villagers a~semble at a common place 
and the village-priest makes sacrifices and offers 
prayers to the supreme god Pathel fvr the welfare 
of the v~ll~gers. 

Village organisation: - Since this village is a 
small one it is not divided into hamlets. So all the 
inhabitants join together in the affairs of the village. 

Panchayat: - There is neither statutory Panchayat 
nor Caste or Community.Panchayat in the village, 
The headman of tb.e viIJage wbo is known as tbe Khul­
lakpa,assisted by the village elders, settle~ disputes, if 
any, and discusses with the village elders tbe affairs 
of the village. Khullakpaship is bereditary. After 
the death of a Khullakpa, his younger brother will 

1. The Chirus pr~pare the bread in a1 somewhat different manner. The flour is first kneaded in a 
dough form and it is wrapped up with two or three green leaves of Leihoura (a kind of plant resembling canna 
indica). It is then placed ihside a pot of rice. The mouth of the pot is fully covered so tbat the steam 
within will prod uce sufficient beat required for baking the bread. 



become the Khullakpa, In the absence of younger 
brother, the son of the deceased KhuUakpa will be­
come Khullakpa. Khullakpa is a titular head and his 
resposnsibility is to maintain Jaw and order within 
the village He cannot do anything against the will 
of the people, There are the village elders with 
whom he consu]tsregarding any acti\ ity of the village. 
Approval of elders is always necessary, Hence none 
has challeng- d his leadership. 

Clubs, etc, : - Thete is no club in the village, The 
inhabitants of this village are not the members of 
any club outside the village. 

Family planning :-There is no family planning 
clinic in the village, and no activities have been 
undertaken in the village for family planning. There 
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is no indigenous method of prevention of birth or 
children. No person uses any medicine or appliance 
for preventing birth of children, Children are consi­
dered to be gifts of God, and it is the will of Pathel 
that a family has a large or small number of children. 
The general attitude of the inhabitants is to have a 
son rather than a daughter, because a son will be a 
permanent member of the family and will be a sup­
porter of the parents when they become old. 

Some important informations have been collected 
in order to ascertain the attitude of the people towards 
family planning. From these informations it has 
corne to our notice that males and females of this 
village take different attitudes towards limiting the 
size of their families. Details are shown in the 
followin~ tablss : 

Table No. 14 

Information and attitude towards the family planning with reference to the number of sons and daughters 
in the households 

Community 

Chiru 

Number 
aware of 
family 
planning 
centres 

2 

Nil 

Number wanting more children Number wanting no more children 

,.-------------"-----'"------., r- __________ .A. __________ -, 

Have more Have Have Have Have Have more Have Have Have Have 
than thr.;e 1-3 no no no than three 1-3 no no no 

sons sons ~.ons daughters children ~ons sons sons daughtors children 

3 

Nil 

4 

7 

5 6 

4 

Table No. 15 

7 8 9 

3 

10 11 

2 
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Attitude towards family planrzillg with reference to the age of the heads of the households 

Community 

Chiru 

Number wanting more childrell, the ages of 
the heads of the households being 

~----------~----------, 
Above 50 41-50 31-40 21-30 20 or Jess 

years years years years years 

2 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

4 5 

6 

6 

Nil 

Number wanting no more children, the ages of the 
heads of the households being ,.-_______ .A.. .. _________ -, 

Above 50 41-50 31-40 21-30 20 or Jess 
years 

7 

years years years 

8 9 

Nil 

10 

2 

years 

11 

Nil 
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Table No. 16 

Attitude towards family planning with reference 10 age of the child-bearing 'Woman 

Number wanting more children, the age of the Number wanting no more children, the age of the 
child-bearing women being child-bearing women being 

,..----__ . ___ --A. ....., r-
--J<.._ ___________ , 

Less Less 
Above 36-40 31-35 26-30 21-25 16-20 than 

Community 40 years years years years years years 16 years 
Above 30-40 31-35 26-30 21-25 16-20 than 
40 years years years years years years 16years 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 IS 

Chiru Nil Nil Nil 3 3 Nil 2 Nil Nil 2 Nil Nil Nil 

Table No. 17 

Attitude towards family planning with reference to t.he duration ()f marriage 

Number wanting more children, the dur.ltion of Number wanting no more children, the duration or 
marriage being marriage being 

~ __________ .A. 

Over 20 16-19 11-15 6-10 
Community years years years years 

2 3 4 5 

Chiru Nil Nil 2 4 

The number of persons wanting more children 
than they have at present is higher than the number 
of persons wanting no more children, 7 persons or 
about 63.6 per cent want to have more children while 
the remaining 4 persons do not want to have more 
children. With reference to the age of the heads of 
households, out of 7 persons who want to have more 
children, 6 persons or 85.7 per cent are between 
21-30 years of age. In the same age-group there are 
two persons (or 50 per cent) out of 4 who do not 
want to have more children. Among heads of house­
holds who want to have more children, none was below 
20 years of age or above 40 years of age. Out of 
11 child-bearing women, 7 or about 63.6 per cent 
want to have more children and all of them are 
within the age group 16-30. Out of 4 women who 
expressed no desire to have children, 2 are above 40 
years of age and another 2 are within the age group 
26-30 years. The number of persons who want to 
have more children increases with the increase in the 

5 years or 
less 

,--------_ ....... ------------, 
Over 20 16-19 11-15 6-10 5 years 
~ears years years years or less 

6 7 8 9 10 11 

2 Nii Nil 

duration of marriage from "5 or less years" to 
"6-10 years" period. There is a fifty per cent fall ' 
in the numbC'r of persons from "6-10 years" to 
"11-15 years". Out of 4 persons who are reported 
to have no desire to have children, 2 persons have 
been married for over 20 years. 

Untouchability:-The Cbirus of this village are 
not aware of the idea of untouchability. Among 
the meiteis of the neighbouring villages as well the 
idea is fast disappearing. In day-to-day life they 
mix freely with other non-Chiru people. 

Other reform and development measurcs:-lf we 
compare this village with other hill villages of Mani­
pur it may be said to be still backward. During the 
the last five years or so no reform and development 
measure worth mentioning have been carried out. 
This village does not have any school, co-operative 
society or club. Such institutions are very essential 
in village development. 



CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION 

The inhabitants of this village living in a remote 
area where constant contact with people of urban 
area r~rely takes place, are not well informed of the 
common daily happenings concerning different parts 
of Manipur. People of this village do not read 
newspapers. 

Though the village is a small one where the popu­
lation is below fifty persons, communal life within 

the village is a congenial one. They are friendly with 
one anothel' and ready to help those in distress. 

Since the village is close :0 Sangaithel village 
where there is also a small market-place, the villagers 
can bring down the agricultural commodities for sale 
there and can avoid the difficulty of transport. The 
people maintain cordial relation with the inhabitants 
of the neighbouring villages. 
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(Plate 1) Typical Chiru house 

(Plate 3) 

~ 

Sto nes rep resenting the seat of Koub :u 

(Plate 4) 
~ 

Agricultural field 

.I 
(Plate 2) 

The village headm an and his wife 



Village gi rls in their traditional costume 

Somc of the articles requ ired in 
Lall1bakaba festiva l 

-(-(Plate 5) 

(Plate 6)~ 

(Plate ~)-; ~ . ' , . 

I -- (Plate 7) 

Typical hair-style 'If Cbiru girl 

Vi ll agers carrying rice-beer 
for the fes ti val 
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