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EXPLANATION OF THE SYMBOLS

WATER SUPPLY

A.—The village has a source of water supply provided by the Govern-
ment or Local Board. Underlined it indicates that it is not properly cared

for and is in a bad condition.

B.—Natural sources of supply like rivers, bils, etc.
C.—Private supply.

D.—Acute scarcity,

MEDICAL FACILITIES

a.—The village has a Local Board or Government regular dispensary
within 5 miles radius.

b.—There is no regular dispensary but a public health dispensary within
5 miles radius.

¢.—-There is no dispensary but a private qualified doctor within 5 miles
radius.

d.—No medical facilities of any sort,

EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES

1.—Served by a local Board or Government School within 2 miles
radius.

2.—Served by a private venture school only within 2 miles radius.

3.—No educational facility of any kind (Mission Schools have been
generally treated as private schools although in some areas where they get
grant-in-aid they have been shown as Government Schoois by enumera-

tors).
In the remarks column is noted the number of families engaged in
important cottage industries not for meeting house needs but for supplement-

ing the income by selling their produce. In the district of Sylhet the num-
ber of families from which persons have gone out as seamen is also noted

“in the remarks column.






KAMRUP DISTRICT

GENERAL SUMMARY

The population of Kamrup District has increased during the decade by
29°4 per cent., the highest in the province excepting Balipara Frontier Tract
where the population is very small. Immigration is responsible for more
than a third of this increase. Kamalpur Thana (10'3 per cent.) shows the
lowest increase and Barpeta Thana (58'9 per cent.) the highest. Some of
the northern mauzas show a little more than the natural increase due to the
movement of the indigeneous people from the southern mauzas open to
immagrants.

Public health on the whole has not been bad during the decade and
there were no serious epidemics except a fairly severe cholera epidemic in
Barpeta in 1938 which affected 219 villages and resulted in 945 deaths.
Water scarcity is reported to be extremely acute in the northern mauzas.

During the last ten years settled area of land has increased from
2,340,000 acres to 2,512,000 acres, or by 73 per cent. The proportion settled
with East Bengal immigrants has increased from 17-6 per cent. in 1930-31 to
302 per cent. in 1939-40. Agricultural conditions have been fair during the
decade although prices have generally been much lower than during the
previous decade. The earthquake of 1930 followed by a high flood in 1931
caused some damage to lands and crops especially in Barpeta Subdivision.
In 1938 there was a more severe flood which affected the same area. These
‘have not had much serious effect on the general economic condition. From
'1930-31 to 1939-40 the area under food crops has increased by 15 per cent.
area under Jute by 160 per cent., and that under oil seeds by about 90 per
cent. Agricultural production has more than kept pace with the increase in
population.

As regards subsidiary cottage industries no comparison with previous .
censuses is possible, as no statistics about them was collected. Apart from
weaving for home needs as elsewhere in the Assaim Valley there are many
families engaged in weaving, especially endi, for sale. Sualkuchi and Palas-
bari are the known centres but there are families elsewhere also engaged in
this. There are 242 families, mostly Kacharis, in the Baska mauzas of Bara-
ma thana, who, it is reported, make specially fine endi cloth. Manufacture
of brass and bell-metal articles is another important cottage industry. 1In
1921 Mr. Lloyd reported that this industry was dying out. In Hajo, its chief
centre, there are 82 families still engaged in it. The other areas are Saru-
khetri mauza in Barpeta Thana (406 families) and Bansjani mauza in
Nalbari Thana (20 families). The other chief cottage industries are making
of bamboo articles and Jhapies, pottery and rearing of muga and endi ; the
last one is chiefly in the villages in Chhayagaon and Boko Thanas. Fifty-nine
families in Nalbari Thana (Bansjani and Batasgila mauzas) have been
returned as engaged in making handloom parts (31z).



i

135,628 males and 19,584 females have been returned as literate at this
census as against 73,864 and 6,340 in 1931. 201 per cent. of the males and
3-3 per cent. of the females are now literate showing increases of 40 per cent.
and 140 per cent. over the corresponding percentages for 1931. Had it not
been for the large volume of immigration there should have been a much
larger increase, as these immigrants are mostly illiterate. There is. great
variation in literacy figures as between mauzas. Some mauzas round Nal-
bari, Hajo and Sila-Sudari Gopa have male literacy figures well over 30 per
cent. In immigrant areas it seldom exceeds 10 per cent. while the northern-
most mauzas peopled by Kacharis are the most backward. Male literacy
in Defeli mauza in Rangia Thana is as low as 2'9 per cerit. Schools are
very few in those areas. Although female literacy has shown a satisfzctory
increasé still the figure is very low. More than a foiirth of the female literates
are in towns and the actual female literacy in rural areas is only 2'4 per cent.

K. W. P. MARAR,

Superintendent of Census Operations, Assam.
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