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INTRODUCTION 

The Census count-The population count for the 1961 Census was completed in Uttar 
Pradesh on March 5, 1961, the time and date of reference being the sun-rise of March 1, 1961. 

2. Provisional figures-The Provisional Population figures were released to the Press on 
March 15. Since then numerous inquiries have been pouring in about the population data of the 
various territorial units. The publication of the final Census figures is possible only after the com­
pletion of Tabulation which will take time. Hence it has been considered necessary to publish 
Provisional Population figures containing as many details as are possible to give at this stage. 

3. Growth of population in the State-Uttar Pradesh still maintains its premier position 
in t~ country in the matter of population. After Uttar Pradesh (73.67) come Bihar (46.46), Maha­
rasthta (39.50), Andhra (35.98), West Bengal (34.97) etc. During the period of ten years since 1951, 
population has risen from 63.22 millions to 73.67 millions the percentage rise being 16.54 as against 
11.82 during the decade 1941-51. Roughly there are seven persons now where there were six. 
In the rate of growth, Uttar Pradesh stands midway between the States of highest and lowest growths, 
viz., Assam and Jammu and Kashmir whose rates are 34.30 per cent and 9.73 per cent respectively. 

4. Growth of population in the districts-Meerut District has now the highest population 
(2,717,153). In 1951 the most populated district was Basti. Other districts which have a popu­
lation exceeding 2,000,000 are Basti (2,621,937), Gorakhpur (2,551,235), Allahabad (2,426,571), 
Azamgarh (2,401,484), Deoria (2,372,088), Varanasi (2,361,804) and Gonda (2,077,694). The 
highest growth of population has been reported from Naini Tal District viz., 73.12 per cent, probably 
owing to large forest tracts getting populated. The next highest growth is reported from Rampur 
District, viz. 25.81 per cent. The lowest growth has been reported from Sultanpur District, viz. 
9.29 per cent and the next lowest from Basti District viz. 9.81 per cent. 

5. Density of population-The population of 73.67 millions is spread over an area of 113,454 
sq. miles. In area, Uttar Pradesh comes after Madhya P.e§\iesh, Rajasthan and Maharashtra. The 
density of population is 649 persons per sq. mile as against 557 persons per sq. mile in 1951. The 
highest density is 1,377 persons per sq. mile in Lucknow District On account of a large city situated 
in a comparatively small district and the lowest is 72 persons per sq. mile in the mountainous 
Chamoli District. Excluding Union territories ,Uttar Pradesh stands 5th in the matter of density 
coming after Kerala (1,125), West Bengal (1,031), Bihar (691) and Madras (671). 

6. Sex ratio-The number of females per 100 males at the 1951 Census was 91. The 
number has futher come down to 90.7 in 1961 thus lowering the sex ratio. Roughly one male in 
every ten does not have his female counterpart. The lowe~t sex ratio obtains in Naini Tal District 
where it is as low as 72.1 per cent. Yet there are some districts in which the females out-number 
the males. They are comprised in two belts, one consisting of hilly districts of Chamoli, Pithora­
garh, Tehri-Garhwal, Garhwal and Almora and the other of Sultanpur, Pratapgarh, Azamgarh, 
Jaunpur, BaHia and Ghazipur districts. In Tehri-Garhwal District the number of females per 100 
males is as much as 119.9, i. e. roughly 6 females against 5 males. Almost throughout India males 
out-number females. The only two States in India which have more females than males are Kera la 
(102.2) and Orissa (100.2). 

7. Definition of urban area-The definition of urban area applied at the 1961 Census was 
more strict than the 1951 definition. At this Census the Municipal Boards, Cantonment Boards 
and Notified Areas were deemed to be urban areas as before but other places were treated as urban 
only if they satisfied the following three conditions : 

(1) population should exceed 5,000, 
(2) at least three-fourth of the population should depend on non-agricultural 

means of livelihOOd, 
(3) the density of population should be over 1,000 per sq. mile. 

With these definitions the number of towns came down considerably. For the sake of compara­
bility only those towns of 1951 Census have been treated as urban which satisfy the above three 
conditions. 
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8. Urban/rural population-In this background the urban population of the IState works 
out as 9.39 million and rural population at 64.28 million as against 7.42 million urban and 55.79 
million recast rural population at the 1951 Census. The percentage increase in the urban popula­
tion has been 26.57 and in the rural population 15.21. Of the total population of Uttar Pradesh 
urban population is only 12.75 per cent and the rural population is 87.25 per cent. Roughly one 
out of eight persons is a town-dweller. In this respect Uttar Pradesh is 12th among the 15 States 
the three States having still lower urban percentages being Bihar, Assam and Orissa. ' 

9. Cities-There is no city in this State having a population exceeding 10 lakhs. Three 
cities have population exceeding 5 lakhs, namely. Kanpur (947,793), Lucknow (662,196) and Agra 
(509.108). The remaining two KAVAL cities have a population between 4 and 5 lakhs, namely 
Varanasi (490,120) and Allahabad (431,007). Part of the rise in the population of KAVAL cities 
can be attributed to the expansion in their limits at the time of their conversion into Nagar Maha­
palikas (Corporations). Besides the KAVAL cities there are twelve other cities as have a popu­
lation exceeding one lakh, namely, Meerut (283,878), Bareilly (273,204), Moradabad (198,081), 
Saharanpur (185,019), Aligarh, (183,753), Gorakhpur (179,774), Jhansi (170,209), Dehra Dun 
(158,599), Rampur (135,566), Mathura (125,808), Shahjahanpur (117,225) and Mirzapur (100,127). 
The last named has qualified for a city for the first time. 

10. Literacy--The ability to read and write both was the test ofliteracy. The percentage of 
literates at the 1961 Census has been 17.22 as against 10.8 at the last Census. Male literacy is 
26.67 per cent roughly one in four and female literacy 6.82 per cent roughly one in fifteen. The 
highest percentage of literacy obtains in Dehra Dun District (38.61),roughly two in five and the 
lowest in Budaun District (9.65)ITOughly one in eleven. Dehra Dun tops the list both in male and 
female literacy. In the urban areas literacy is 39.74 per cent (49.45 percent male and 27.78 per cent 
female) and in the rural areas it is 13.94 per cent (23.14 per cent male and 3.95 per cent female). 
In the matter of literacy Kerala tops in India)iteracy percentage being 46.2, Uttar Pradesh stands 
12th among the 15 States of India, the three States having lower literacy being Madhya Pradesh 
(16.9 per cent), Rajasthan (14.7 per cent) and Jammu and J(ashmir (10.7 per cent). 

11. ConclusioJ1~ These are the highlights of the Census count that has just been completed. 
The figures given in the tables are to be regarded as provisional, pending the compilation of final 
:figures in the Tabulation offices. . 
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Census years 

1901 

1911 

1921 

1931 

1941 

1951 

2 

TABLE I 

Population of Uttar Pradesh with variation during sixty years 
(1901 to 1961) 

Persons Variation Percentage Males 
variation 

2 3 4 5 

48,625,310 25,097,886 

48,152,273 (-)473,037 (-)0.97 25,142,941 

46,669,865 (-)1,482,408 (-)3.08 24,451,301 

49,776,754 (+)3,106,889 (+)6.66 26,147,014 

56,531,848 (+ )6,755,094 (+)13.57 29,639,052 

63,215,742 (+ )6,683,894 (+)11.82 33,098,866 

1961 (Provisional) 73,672,906 (+)10,457,164 (+ )16.54 38,623,162 

Females 

6 

23,527,424 

23,009,332 

22,218,564 " 

23,629,740 

26,892,796 

30,116,876' 

35,049,744 
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TABLE 2 

Ran Ie of Uttar Pradesh in the Statps of lndia 
(In terms of Area, Population and Literacy) 

~----

Percent Rank in 
States Area ofIndia's Rank in Population Percent Rank in percentage percentage 

(in alphabetical order) (sq. miles) area area of India's population literacy literacy 
population 

--~~~ 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
--------~-----------------. 

INDIA 1,127,345 100'00 436,344,421 100.00 23.7 

1. Andhra Pradesh 106,052 9.41 V 35,977,999 8.25 IV 20.8 X 

2. Assam 47,098 4.18 XI 11,860,059 2.72 XIV 25.8 VI 

3. Bihar 67,198 5.96 VIII 46,457,042 10.65 n 18.2 XI 

4. Gujrat 72,154 6.40 VII 20,621,283 4.73 IX 3Q.3 II 

5. Jammu and 
Kashmir N.A. 'N.A. 3,583,585 0.82 XV 10.7 XV 

6. Kerala 15,003 1.33 XIV 16,R75,199 3.87 XIII 46.2 I 

7. Madhya Pradesh 171,210 15.19 I 32,394,375 7..+2 VII 16.9 XIII 

8. Madras 50,132 4.45 X 33,650,917 7.71 VI 30.2 III 

9. Maharas,tIHra .. 118,884 10.55 III 39,504,294 9.05 III 29.7 IV 

10. Mysore 74,122 6.57 VI 23,547,081 5.40 VIII 25.3 VII 

11. Orissa 60,162 5.34 IX 17,565,645 4.03 XII 21.5 IX 

12. Punjab 47,084 4.18 XII 20,298,151 4.65 X 23.7 VIII 

13. Rajasthan 132,150 11.72 n 20,146,173 4.62 XI 14.7 XIV 

14. Uttar Pradesh 113,454 10.06 IV 73,672,906 16.88 I 17.5 XII 

15. West Be~al ., 33,928 3.01 XIII 34,967,634 8.01 V 29.1 V 

Union territories 
(in alphabetical order) 

2 3 4 5 6 
-~.,........._... ............. -~-----__..." .... --

1. Andamanand 
Nicobar Islands 3,215 0.:2.9 63,438 0·01 33.6 

2. Delhi 573 0.05 2,644,058 0.61 51.0 

3. Himachal Pradesh 10,879 0.97 1,348,982 0.31 14.6 

4. Laccadive. Mini- 11 " 
coy and Amindivi 

Islands. 

0.001 24,108 0.006 23.3 

5. Tripura 4,036 0.36 1,141,492 0.26 22.2 
--,-- -----



TABLE 

Statement showing PfovisilJnai 1961 Census figures a/population and literates 

Provisional population for 1961 Census Sex-ratio Density 
Serial Area in females of persons 

no. Name of District square per 100 per square 
miles males mile 

Persons Males Females 1961 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

UTTAR PRADESH 113,454.12 73,672,906 38,623,162 35,049,744 90.75 649 

1 Uttar Kashi ., (Included in 122,377 
Tehri-Garhwal) . 

62,350 60,Q27 96.27 • 

2 Chamoli 3,522.86 252,718 119,551 133.167 111.39 72 

3 Pithoragarh 2,789.12 262,393 126,733 135,660 107.04 94 

4 Tehri-Garhwal 4,558.89 347,059 157,810 189,249 119.92 * 
5 Garhwal 2,107.76 479,200 220,763 258,437 117.07 227 

6 Almora 2,721.17 631,108 301,656 329,452 109.21 232 

7 Naini Tal 2,625.60 574,367 333,723 240,644 72.11 219 

8 Bijnor 1,866.47 1,186,001 632,467 553,534 87.52 635 

9 Moradabad 2,288.18 1,971,135 1,057,840 913,295 86.34 862 

10 Budaun 1,998.01 1,410,229 767,960 642,269 83.63 706 

11 Rampur 895.43 704,546 382,969 321,577 83.97 787 

12 Bareilly 1,591.49 1,481,311 807,342 673,969 83.48 931 

13 Pilibhit 1,351.52 618,220 335,404 282,816 84.32 457 

14 Shahjahanpur 1,762.46 1,133,599 619,895 513,704 82.87 643 

15 Dehra Dun 1,201.01 430,186 2,43,281 186,905 76.83 358 

16 Saharanpur 2,131.83 1608,061 879,778 728,283 82.78 754 

17 Muzaffamagar 1,682.58 1,444,616 786,007 658,609 83.79 858 

18 Meerut 2,322.34 2,717,153 1,475,228 1,241,925 84.19 1,178 

19 Bulandshahr 1,887.48 1,735,836 924,169 811,667 87.83 920 

20 Aligarh 1,941.40 1,766,201 951,043 815,158 85.71 910 

21 Mathura 1,466.80 1,070,572 581,220 489,352 84.19 730 

22 Agra 1,860.80 1.859,990 1,011,394 848,596 83.90 999 

23 Etah 1,715.30 1,300,199 697,395 602,804 86.44 758 

24 Mainpuri 1,679.90 1,174,989 629,700 545,289 86.60 699 

25 Farrukllabad 1,645.25 1,294,404 705,385 589,019 83.50 787 

26 Etawah 1,668.57 1,182,988 640,626 542,362 84.66 709 

Z7 Kantr 2,357.03 2,362,439 1,303,485 1,058,954 81.24 1,002 

28 Fatehpur 1,624.87 1,077,558 561,579 515,979 91.88 663 

----_ 
*Separate area figures are not available for Uttar Kashi and Tehri-Garhwal districts. Combined figure of density for both the 
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with sex break-up together with certain relevant percentage figures (Uttaf Pradesh) 

Literates -------------------:---
Persons Males Females 

Percentage of literacy Total 
----_________ popluation 

Total 
(Col. 9/4) 

Males Females 
(Col. 10/5) (Col. 11/6) 

1951 

---.-~---------~-------~ 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
-----------------------

Variation 
1951-61 

(Cob. 4.:.., 
col. 15) 

16 

12,690,033 

19,034 

10,300.717 

17,882 

2,389,316 

1,152 

17.22 

15.55 

26.67 

28.68 

6.82 63,215,742 10,457,164 

53,902 

58,670 

55,272 

108,713 

135,802 

155,967 

207,793 

267,449 

13'),153 

75,9i6 

220,960 

83,167 

154,292 

166,083 

314,675 

240,072 

603,183 

287,713 

346,789 

227,924 

439,691 

211,178 

231,469 

270,840 

264,435 

726,171 

178,865 

48,897 

50,951 

51,382 

93,577 

118,043 

121,576 

164,739 

204,854 

109,761 

59,384 

167,227 

67,606 

124,322 

115,359 

241,822 

195,048 

479,750 

242,902 

282,235 

190,789 

339,966 

172,235 

186,082 

212,246 

210,046 

527,434 

152,772 

5,005 

7,719 

3,890 

15,136 

17,759 

34,391 

43,054 

62,595 

26,392 

16,602 

53,733 

15,561 

29,970 

50,724 

72,853 

45,024 

123,433 

44,811 

64,554 

37,135 

99,725 

38,943 

45,387 

58,594 

54,389 

198,737 

26,093 

districts is 103 persons per square mile. 

21.33 

22.36 

15.93 

22.69 

21.82 

27.15 

17.52 

13.57 

9.65 

10.79 

14.92 

13.45 

13.61 

38.61 

19.57 

16.62 

22.20 

16.57 

19.63 

21.29 

23.64 

16.24 

19.70 

20.92 

22.35 

30.74 

16.60 

40.90 

40.20 

32.56 

42.39 

39.13 

36.43 

26.05 

19.37 

14.29 

15.51 

20.71 

20.16 

20.06 

47.42 

27.49 

24.82 

32.52 

26.28 

29.68 

32.83 

33.61 

24.70 

29.55 

30.09 

32.79 

40.46 

27.20 

1.92 106,058 

3.76 216,972 

5.69 222,346 

2.06 306,305 

5.89 422,653 

5.39 550,550 

14.29 331,782 

7.78 984,196 

6.85 1,648,248 

4.11 1,251,152 

5.16 560,017 

7.97 1,268,950 

5.50 504,357 

5.83 1,004,435 

27.14 361,689 

10.00 1,353,636 

6.84 1,221,768 

9.94 2,281,217 

5'52 1,499,884 

7.92 1,543,506 

7'59 912,264 

11.75 1,501,391 

6,46 1,124,360 

8.32 993,893 

9.95 1,092,563 

10.03 970,704 

18.77 1,939,867 

5.0' 908,985 

16,319 

35,746 

40,047 

40,754 

56,547 

80,558 

242,585 

201,805 

322,887 

159,077 

144,529 

212,361 

113,863 

129,164 

68,497 

254,425 

222,848 

435,936 

235,952 

222,695 

158,308 

358,599 

175,839 

181,096 

201,841 

212,284 

422,572 

168,573 

Percentage 
increase in 

population 
(1951-61 
(Col.15[4) 

17 

16.54 

15.39 

16.47 

18.01 

13.31 

13.38 

14.63 

73.12 

20.50 

19.59 

12.71 

25.81 

16.74 

22.58 

12.86 

18.94 

18.80 

18.24 

19.11 

15.73 

14.43 

17.35 

23.88 

15.64 

18.22 

18.47 

21.87 

21.78 

18.55 
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TABLE 

Statement showing Provisional 1961 Census figures of population and literates 

Provisional population for 1961 Census Sex-ratio Density 
Serial Area in . -------~------ females of persons 
no. Name of District square per 100 per square 

miles Persons Males Females males mile 
1961 

( 
...- .. -------------___,-----------.------___.,--------------------------

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
-----------------------------------.----------~----------.__-

29 Allahabad 2,799.73 2,426,571 1,254,862 1,171,709 93.37 867 

30 Jhansi 3,888.02 1,086,219 573,674 512,545 89.34 279 

31 Jalaun 1,761.58 661,477 350,793 310,684 88.57 375 

32 Hamirpur 2,775.59 794,475 413,260 381,215 92·25 286 

33 Banda 2,950·35 954,642 501,401 453,241 90.39 324 

34 Kheri 2,972.10 1,263,231 682,401 580,830 85.12 425 

35 Sitapur 2,236.35 1,615,928 876,450 739,478 84.37 723 

36 Hardoi 2,320.29 1,567,867 844,369 723,498 85.69 676 

37 Unnao 1,773.91 1,227,048 649,137 577,91 I 89.03 692 

38 Lucknow 977.37 1,345,494 732,145 613,349 83.77 1,377 

39 Rae Bareli 1,758.44 1,316,753 670,918 645,835 9 •. 26 749 

40 Bahraich 2,619.67 1,497,879 789,007 708,872 89.84 572 

41 Gonda 2,829.22 2,077,694 1,076,403 I,Oel,291 93.02 734 

42 Bara Banki 1;714.02 1,411,883 745,730 666,153 89.33 824 

43 Faizabad 1,705.10 1,630,276 823,307 806,969 98.02 956 

44 Sultanpur 1,713.55 1,413,052 701,513 711,539 101.43 824 

45 Pratapgarh 1,459.65 1,251,402 607,293 644,109 106.06 857 

46 BasH 2,821.41 2,621,937 1,346,487 1,275,450 94.72 929 

47 Gorakhpur 2,438.53 2,551,235 1,293,456 1,257,779 97.24 1,046 

48 Deoria 2,086.82 2,372,088 1,189,477 1,182,611 99.42 1,137 

49 Azamgarh 2,221.32 2,401,484 1,183,780 1,217,704 102.87 I,m!! 

50 Jaunpur 1,543.41 1,728,018 840,220 887,798 105.67 1,120 

51 Ballia 1,182.32 1,326,817 653,300 673,517 103.09 1,123 

52 Ghazipur 1,307.82 1,320,711 653,410 667,301 102.13 1,010 

53 Varanasi 1,961.80 2,361,804 1,210,744 1,151,060 95.07 1,204 

54 Mirzapur 4,371.56 1,247,466 642,872 604,594 94.05 285 
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with sex break-up together with certain relevant percentage!igures (Uttar Pradesh) 

Persons 

9 

416,132 

215,372 

148,787 

127,077 

142,179 

141,323 

175,341 

23),403 

182,048 

399,941 

169,519 

145,926 

236,953 

160,285 

230,486 

174,515 

169,519 

301,913 

393,942 

328,996 

380,869 

293,516 

254,016 

223,254 

531,535 

207,338 

I.. iterates 

Males 

385,133 

173,659 

123,408 

108,861 

127,182 

119,888 

147,754 

192,788 

150,044 

278,969 

146,628 

127,590 

207,124 

138,627 

194,834 

152,839 

150,706 

264,089 

332,106 

283,439 

306,906 

250,646 

202,556 

175,317 

434,151 

116,586 

" 

Females 

11 

91,599 

41,113 

25,379 

18,216 

14,997 

21,435 

27,587 

37,615 

32,004 

120,972 

22,891 

18,336 

29,829 

21,658 

35,652 

21,676 

18,813 

37,824 

61,836 

45,557 

73,963 

42,870 

51,46V 

47,937 

103,384 

30,752 

Percentage of literacy 

Total 
(Col. 9/4) 

12 

19.65 

19.83 

22.49 

16.00 

14.89 

11.19 

10.85 

14.70 

14.84 

29.72 

12.87 

9.74 

11.40 

11.35 

14.14 

12.35 

13.55 

11.51 

15.44 

13.87 

15.86 

16.99 

19.14 

16.90 

22.76 

16.62 

Males 
(Col. 10/5) 

13 

30.69 

30.27 

35.18 

26.34 

25.37 

17.57 

16.86 

22.83 

23.11 

38.10 

21.85 

16.1,7 

19.24 

18.59 

23.66 

21.79 

24.82 

19.61 

25.68 

23.83 

25.93 

29.83 

31.01 

26.83 

35.86 

27.47 

Total Variation 
population 1951-61 

1951 (Col,. 4"_, 
Females 
(Col. 11/6) 

14 15 

7.82 2,044,117 

8.14 880,287 

8.17 553,572 

4.78 664,416 

3.31 790,247 

3.69 1,058,373 

3.73 1,386,918 

5.20 1,361,562 

5.54 1,067,055 

19.72 1,128,101 

3.54 1,156,704 

2.59 1,343,660 

2.98 1,877,484 

3.25 1,260,403 

4.42 1,477,662 

3.05 1,292,949 

2.92 1,106,805 

2.97 2,387,603 

4.92 2,236,731 

3.85 2,104,484 

6.07 2,106,557 

4.83 1,515,043 

7.64 1,195,003 

7.18 1,140,932 

8.98 1,977,575 

5.09 1,017,75] 

col. 15) 

16 

382,454 

205,932 

107,905 

130,059 

164,395 

204,858 

229,010 

206,305 

159,993 

217,393 

160,049 

154,219 

200,210 

151,480 

152,614 

120,103 

144,591 

234,334 

314,504 

267,604 

294,927 

212,975 

131,814 

179,779 

384,229 

229,7J5 

Percentage 
i ,crease in 
population 
1951-61 
(Col-15/4) 

17 

18.71 

23.39 

19.49 

19.57 

20.80 

19.36 

16.51 

15.15 

14.99 

19.27 

13.84 

11.48 

10,66 

12.02 

10.33 

9.29 

13.06 

9.81 

14.06 

12.72 

14.(0 

14.06 

11.03 

15.76 

19.43 

22,57 
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