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Area and Density 

'rhe .State's .populati.on of .2~.55 m~l1ion is spread over 74,12Z 
~quare mIles o! It,S area in densItIes rangIng from 8 I 3 per square mile 
In Bangalore Dlstnct to as low as 174 persons per square mile in North 
Kanara District. . Tl:e State density itself has climbed from 259 per
sons per square mIle In 1951 to as much as 3 I 8 persons per square mile 
in 1961. While this densi.ty exceeds the Madhya Pradesh density of 189, 
the Rajasthan density of 152 and the Orissa density of 292 persons per 
square mile, it falls short of the All-India density of 384, the Andhra 
Pradesh density of 339, the Punjab density of 43 I, the Madras density 
of 671, the Bihar density of 691, West Bengal density of r ,031 and the 
Kerala density of 1,125 persons per square mile. 

Among the Districts, the highest density is claimed, as already 
stated, by Bangalore District, its density of 813 persons per square mile 
being almost double the density of the next densely populated district, 
namely, South Kanara (481 persons per square mile). Only two other 
districts in the State, namely, l\1andya (469) and Kolar (405) have densi
ties exceeding 400. Of the other districts which claim densities above 
the State average, Belgaum and Dharwar proclaim their geographical 
contiguity with densities of 389 and 368 persons per square mile, respec
tively. Mysore District comes next to these two districts with a density 
of 361 persons per square mile followetl by Hassan (339) and Tumkur 
(334) Districts. At the other extreme, North Kanara has the mortification 
of having the lowest density among the Districts and Raichur with a 
density of 198 persons per square mile is the only other district in the 
State that has a density of less than 200 persons per square mile. While 
North Kanara continues to be at the tail end, it is noteworthy, Coorg 
which had the next lowest density (144 in 1951) has now crossed the 
200 mark. Chikmagalur District which had only 150 persons per 
square mile in 1951 has stolen a march over Raichur (198) and Gulbarga 
(21 9) Districts with a density of 214 persons per square mile. Perhaps 
the most spectacular increase registered by any District in the State is 
that of Shimoga which has improved its density from 163 persons per 
square mile in 1951 to as many as 250 in 1961. Bangalore District no 
doubt claims a larger increase but since it is indebted for this position 
entirely to Bangalore City's massive contribution, the Shimoga density 
increase must be regarded as the more spectacular of the two. 

While these density figures give some indication regarding the 
degree of congestion in each district, it would be of some interest to 
know the average size of a household in each District. As the total 
number of households in the State is of the order of 4,400,555 the 
average for the State works out to 59 per square mile and the number 
of persons per household is 5.4. Of the 19 districts of the State as 
many as 5, viz., Bangalore, Belgaum, Bijapur, Hassan and Kolar measure 
up to the State average. With an average of only 4.7 persons per 
household against the State average of 5.4, Coorg has the distinction of 
having the smallest average household and Raichur takes the next place 
with a slightly higher quota of 4.9 persons. The distinction of having 
the largest number of persons per household goes to South Kanara (6). 
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Sex Ratio 

The latest count has registered a further fall in the number of 
females per thousand males. Vvith only 11,525,833 members of the 
fair sex in its population as against 12,021,248 of the other sex, the 
quota af Eves per thousand Adams has come down from 966 in 1951 to 
959 in 1961. Though the sex disparity in the State is not as great as in 
West Bengal (879), Punjab (868), Rajasthan (908), "IV1adhya Pradesh (952), 
Maharashtra (935) and Gujarat (939), or the ~~l1-India ratio of 940 
females per 1,000 males. ~\Jysorc has certainly a smaller quota 
of the fair sex when compared to the ratio of 991 in Bihar, 989 
in l\ladras, 979 in Andhra Pradesh, 1,002 in Orissa and 1,022 in 
Kerala, To a greater or lesser extent, all the Districts in the State 
suffer from a scarcity of females except in South Kanara which has 82 of 
the fair sex to spare for every thousand males_ Coorg retains its position 
as the most masculine distriCt in the State, despite an increase in its 
quota of females from 830 in 1951 to 864 per thousand males in 196r. 
Three other districts besides Coorg now claim a larger quota of females 
than in 1951 and they are Bellary (950-961), Chikmagalur (896-902), and 
Raichur (988-990). The rest of the Districts have a smaller quota of 
females than before and even South Kanara has v,ritnessed a diminution 
in its female quota froIll 1°91 n 1951 to 1082 in 1961. 

If the abo~'e is the position in the Districts, a study of the taluk sex 
ratios discloses that of the 172 taluks in the State only 28 can boast of a 
female surplus. Of these 28 taluks, Bilgi in Bijapur i istrict has only 
one female to spare for its male population of 34,087. Ho'enarsipur in 
Hassan District also comes near parity with 44,585 females for 4l,580 
males. In the remaining 26 taluks the feillale surplus ranges from one per 
thousand males in Deodurg Talu\ of Raichur District to as much as 174 
per thousand in Coondapur Taluk of South Kanara District. In South 
Kanara District indeed six out of the seven taluks ha; e a female s~lrplus, 
Puttur being the only masculine taluk. In Gulbarga District also, six 
out of its ten· taluks have a prepondel-ance of females, the surplus rang
ing from 4 per thousand in Shorapur Taluk to 24 in Shahapur. In 
North Kanara all the coastal taluks have a female surplus, the surplus 
being as high as 52 per thousand in Kanyar Taluk. Incidentally it is 
noteworthy. everyone of the coastal taluks in the State boasts of a 
female surplus, the lowest being in Ankola in ~orth Kanara (12 per 
thousand). As onlv to be expected, Channarayapatna and Holenarsipur 
in Hassan District- and Krishnarajpet and Nagamangala in Nian :lya 
District continue to have a female surplus. Of the masculine taluks all 
~xcept a few have registered a further fall in the sex ratio during the 
mtercensal interval. 

Urban and Rural Population 

Altogether 172 taluk charges and 221 towns have combined tu pro
d~c<: the State's tally of 23.55 million, the former contributing d).36 
mllhon and the latter Offering 5.19 million to the total. \Vhile the rural 
population has risen from 14.95 luillion in 1951 to as much as 18,36 
million in 1961 or by 22.8 per cent, the urban population has registered 
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an increase of cnly 16.4 per cent during the same interval (4.46 million 
in 1951 to 5.19 million in 1961). Owing to this relatively low rate of 
increase, the urban proportion to the total population has dropped from 
23 per cent in 1951 to 22 per cent in 1961, with a corresponding rise 
in the rural proportion. 

The drop of 1 per cent in the urban proportion registered this 
time is however more apparent than real because as many as 87 places 
which had been smuggled into the urban fold at the previous census 
have now been demoted to the rural category by the adoption this time 
of a more rational definition of the term ' urban'. The urban propor
tion would have been even smaller, if as many as 18 large aggregations 
had not been raised to the urban status this time in accordance with the 
new definition. With the adoption of this definition, Belgaum, Bidar, 
Bijapur, Dharwar, Gulbarga, North Kanara and Raichur Districts are 
left with a smaller number of towns than before and consequently show 
a sizable fall in their urban proportions. 

With seven more towns to its credit this time to its 1951 tally, it 
is not surprising that Bangalore District's urban proportion should have 
leapt from 43.0 per cent in 1951 to as much as 54.2 per cent in 1961. 
Dharwar District continues to hold the second place in the matter of 
urbanisation despite a drop in its urban proportion from 31.3 per cent 
in 1951 to 26.9 per cent in 1961 owing to deurbanisation of sub-standard 
towns. At the other end, Tumkur has not budged from the last place 
despite a 31.7 per cent rise in its urban population during the last 
decade. Mandya with an urban population of 11.2 per cent and Hassan 
with 12 per cent share with Tumkur the distinction of being the least 
urbanised districts in the State. 

Among the districts Coorg boasts of a 162.6 per cent increase 
during the intercensal interval largely because notified areas have been 
treated as urban areas. The increase, it is noteworthy, is only 
spectacular on percentages, the population of all the notified areas being 
only a little more than 26 thousand. Bangalore District on the other 
hand, takes the third place on percentages though its 48.6 per cent 
urban increase is worth as much as 444,756. Shimoga District is indebted 
for the second place l77. 1 per cent) in the order of growth rates to the 
phenomenal growth of Bhadravathi and Shimoga towns and to the new 
townships which have sprung up round about the Sharavati Valley 
Hydro-Electric Project site. 

Cities and Large Towns 

While the number of Cities with a population of 1 lakh and over 
remains the same as in 1951, namely 6, Bhadravathi with a population 
of 65,073, Shimoga with a population of 63,938 and Hospet with 
a population of 53,319 now join Gulbarga (97,159), Bellary (85,755), 
Bijapur (78,356) Davangere (78,267), Dharwar (77,235), Gadag-Betageri 
(76,548) and Raichur (63,465) in the category of towns having 
a population of between 50,000 and 1 lakh. Among the Cities, 
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metropolitan Bangalore comprising (a) Bangalore Corporation, (b) Area 
notified under the Bangalore City Improvement Trust Board Act, 
excluding Satellite townships and (c) Satellite towns within the Trust 
Board area, has now crossed the I million mark with a population of 
1,208,278 while Mysore City with a tally of 253,524 retains the second 
place. Hubli (170,163) with a 31.3 per cent rise in its population 
steals the third place from K.G.F. City (146,200) while the latter now 
drops to the fourth place owing to a drop of 8. I per cent in its 
population. Belganm City with a population of 145,659 and Mangalore 
with a population of 142,231 continue to occupy the fifth and last 
places among the Cities, with almost identical increases. 

LITERACY 

Comparison with other States 

The latest count reveals that of the State's population of 23.55 
million as many as 5.96 million or 25.4 per cent are literate as compared 
to 30.3 per cent in Gujarat, 30.2 per cent in Madras, 29.7 per cent in 
Maharashtra, 29.1 per cent in West Bengal, 20.8 per cent in Andhra and 
46.2 per cent in Kerala and as against the All-India literacy of 23.7 
per cent. The State's male literacy ratio of 36 per cent is higher than 
Andhra's 29.7 per cent but falls far short of the Madras claim of 43 
per cent and the Kerala claim of 54.2 per cent. Similarly while Mysore 
pitches its female literacy claim at 14.2 per cent as against Andhra's 
11.8 it has the mortification of trailing behind Madras (17 per cent) and 
Kerala (38.4 per cent). 

Comparison with 1951 

The State's literacy has shot up from 18.8 per cent in 1951 to as 
high as 25.4 per cent in 1961. During the same interval, the male 
literacy proportion has risen from 28 per cent to 36 per cent while the 
percentage of female literates has advanced to 14.2. Among the Districts, 
Coorg takes the first place with a total literacy of 36.2 per cent while 
Dharwar which claimed that distinction in 195 I with a proportion of 
26.0 per cent, now drops to the third place with a percentage of 33.3, 
Bangalore District stepping in to the second place with a literacy claim of 
34.2 per cent. The Districts of Raichur, Gulbarga and Bidar of former 
Hyderabad State continue to be the most backward districts in the 
matter of literacy with 15.5, 14.5 and 14.3 per cent respectively. 
But considering- that the literacy levels of these three districts were as 
low as 9.3, 7. 6 and 7.0 per cent in 1951, the improvement that they have 
now registered must be considered as quite spectacular. Particularly in 
regard to female literacy these three districts have more than doubled 
their 1951 percentages. Incidentally, it is noteworthy, that though 
Dharwar has dropped to the third place in the matter of total literacy, 
it still stands first as regards male literacy with a claim of 47 per cent 
as against Bangalore's 44.3 per cent and Coorg's 43.3 per cent. 
Though Dharwar's female literacy proportion has risen from 12.0 per 
cent in 1951 to 18.6 per cent in 1961, Coorg with 28.1 per cent, 
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South Kanara with 24 per cent, Bangalore District with 23.2 per cent 
and North Kanara with 22.8 per cent hold a commanding lead over this 
District. 

Urban and Rural Literacy 

The latest count reveals that 19.9 per cent of the rural population 
and 44.3 per cent of the urban population are literate in the State. 
It a so sho\vs that while only 9.2 per cent of the ,rural women and 32.4 
per cent of their urban sisters are literate, the male literacy level is 30.4 
per cent in rural areas and as high as 55.2 per cent in the urban areas. 
So far as total literacy is concerned, by an astonishing coincidence, the 
same taluk, namely l\1ercara. claims the distinction of showing the high
est literacy both in the urban (J\Iercara town 63.6 per cent) as well as 
in the rural areas (lVfercara rural 42.8 per cent). Deodurg taluk in 
Raichur District touches the low-water mark among the rural areas with 
a literacy percentage of 8.5, while Mugur town in l\rIysore District has 
the humiliation of showing the }mvest percentage of literacy (14.7) 
among the urban areas of the State. 

These are the highlights of the count that has just been concluded. 
The figures, given in this brochure, are to be regarded only as provi
sional and processing of data at the Tabulation Offices is likely to alter 
them. Differences between the final and the provisional figures are, 
however, not likely to be of such magnitude as to affect either the 
percentages or the conclusions. 
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ERRATA 

Pags Col. No. Particulars 
62 3 Bangalore Metropolitan Area, Males 

76 3 Coorg District Urban, Males 

FOT 

644,193 

28,737 

Beall 
6.14,?23 

23,731 




